
Hemenway Happenings 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Themselves, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Others, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Our School, 

Hemenway Tigers PERSEVERE! 

February 2020 

Mark You r Calendars 

 

Friday  January 31, 2020 Report Cards 

Report cards are being sent home in your 
child’s backpack...Please check you child’s 
backpack today! 

Wednesday February 5 Family Bingo Night  

 The PTO is hosting Family Bingo Night for 
parents and students who are in grades 3-5 
[siblings are welcome!] 

 The event will take place at 6:30 pm in the 
Hemenway School cafeteria...Please join us! 

Saturday February 8  VIP Dance 4:00-6:00 

 Hemenway Students and their VIP * Very Important 
Person * chaperones. Chaperones must be at least 

18 years old.  

Monday February 10    
Hemenway School Council 5:00 pm Principal’s 
Conference Room. 

Thursday February 13 Winter Choral Concert 

5th Grade General Music - performs at 9:30am. 
4th Grade - perform at 9:40am 
3rd Grade - perform at 9:50am 
2nd Grade -perform at 10:00am 
1st Grade –perform at 10:15am 
Kindergarten - perform at 10:25am 

 

Monday February 17-Friday February 21  NO School 

 Winter Recess 

Enjoy your time with family and friends! 

 

 

Character Theme 
of the Month: 

 
 

The character theme for 
February is Compassion, 
teachers will be incorpo-
rating themes of showing 
compassion into their 
classroom lessons:      
Compassion is showing  
concern or empathy for 
others.  “I will be       
considerate of others and 
think about how they 
feel.” 

 
Notes from Principal Liz Simon 

STRIPESSTRIPESSTRIPES   



 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
Books to support the character theme of Compassion: 

Loser: Jerry Spinelli  
 
A Chair for My Mother: Vera Williams  
(Spanish) 
 
The Invisible Boy: Trudy Ludwig  
 
Amazing Grace: Mary Hoffman  
(Spanish) 
 
The Hundred Dresses: Eleanor Estes  
(Spanish) 
 
The Giving Tree: Shel Silverstein 
(Spanish) 
 
Wings:  Christopher Myers 
 
The Little Bird in the Cage: Camila Hurst (Portuguese) 
 

 
Kindergarten: 

February is a very exciting month for Hemenway’s kindergarten students.   We will be celebrat-
ing our 100th day, Valentines Day and we will also be talking about the Groundhog, George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  We are busy learners!  
 
In writing we will be continuing on with our Narrative unit.  We will be telling true stories and will 
be working on making sure our sentences begin with an uppercase letter and end with some type 
of punctuation.  Some of our friends will even begin to add detail into their writing.   
 
In reading we have finished our Super Powers unit and are into our "Bigger Books, Bigger Read-
ing Muscles" unit.  This unit is great as it teaches the students to persevere and to apply their 
reading powers, that they have learned in the previous unit, to new and more complex books!   
 
In Math kindergarten mathematicians are making and breaking numbers.  We are using number 
bonds, ten frames and cube sticks to represent making numbers (addition) and breaking numbers 
(subtraction).  We use the words part, part whole to represent an addition problem and the 
words whole, part, part to represent subtraction problems.  We also introduce the students to 
actual number sentences using plus, minus and equals. Happy learning!  

STRIPESSTRIPESSTRIPES   



 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 1: 

First graders are very busy learning new things! 
 
In reading, first graders are finishing up learning about the characters in their books.  Students 
have been taught to pay attention to the characters feelings and actions in their stories. Students 
will then work together in Reader's Theater groups to perform their books, incorporating charac-
ters feelings. After learning about characters, we will shift our focus in reading to think about be-
ing fluent readers, strengthening comprehension, and using phonics to help us read. The theme 
of this unit is that students can be the boss of their own reading.   
 
In writing, students are continuing to work on their nonfiction all about books.  First authors are 
continuing to write informational books about a topic that they are an expert on! We are working 
to incorporate many nonfiction text features into our writing such as, a table of contents, an intro-
duction, and the use of captions or labels on pictures.  After we publish our nonfiction books, we 
will begin learning how to write reviews.  For example, we will study book reviews, and restaurant 
reviews, and then write our own. 
 
In math, we will continue learning about measurement.  This is a very hands on unit that allows 
students to actively measure classroom objects using non-standard units.  First grade Mathemati-
cians will then compare objects using the words "longer than" and "shorter than."   
 
In social studies, first graders are busy learning about American symbols.  We will also learn 
about President's Day. Ask your child if they can teach you a fact about an American symbol! 
 
Grade 2: 

Second grade students are just finishing a unit on fairy tales, folk tales and fables. In this unit they 
have been focusing on characters’ feelings and figurative language.  Next we are diving into a 
unit about reading harder books. As students are transitioning into harder picture books they 
need to focus on tricky language, patterns and characters! 
 
Our second grade authors are continuing to work on their informational books. They are working 
on adding introductions, glossaries and text features to their books. They are also looking at other 
sources for research!  They will use this research to help them make their books better resources 
for readers! 
 
Second grade mathematicians are working on identifying and describing attributes of shapes. 
They are also partitioning the shapes into halves, thirds and fourths. Students are learning to tell 
time on analog and digital clocks!   
 

STRIPESSTRIPESSTRIPES   



 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 2 [continued]: 

Students are continuing to learn about the continents and oceans as well as the cardinal direc-
tions. Students are also learning about physical features on maps and comparing different conti-
nents! Students recently sent Flat Stanley on an adventure! We hope to get some fun letters and 
pictures back to share with classes. 
 
Second graders have started the Second Step curriculum and have learned the skills for learning 
(listening, focusing attention, being assertive and using self talk). Our next second step unit is 
about being aware of yourself! 
 

 

Grade 3: 

The third grade team hopes that everyone in your family has managed to stay healthy during this 
season!  
 
In Reading, we are continuing with our study of traditional literature. The students are reading 
folktales, myths, and legends from cultures around the world. Later in the month, we will start 
reading poetry. The students always enjoy exploring a genre that is completely different from 
what they have been reading!  
 
In Writing, we are celebrating the student's amazing work in our persuasive essay unit. We will 
spend a few days practicing writing about our reading, focusing on incorporating lots of details 
from the text. Then, we will begin our poetry writing unit. Our third grade authors will learn how to 
write using figurative language such as simile, metaphor, and hyperbole. They will add lots of 
sensory details to evoke emotion in their pieces.  
 
Third Grade mathematicians will begin their study of Area. They will work on relating the area of 
rectangular shapes to what we learned about multiplication. Students will start by simply calculat-
ing area, and then move on to finding the length of a missing side. Finally, they will practice divid-
ing irregular shapes into rectangles in order to find the total area.  
 
In Science, we will continue with our weather unit. The students have been charting the tempera-
ture each day and will eventually make a graph of the temperature trends here in Framingham. 
We will learn about different climates across the world. Finally, our third grade engineers will work 
together to build a levy that could prevent a flood from damaging a village.  

STRIPESSTRIPESSTRIPES   



 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 4: 

Reading: This February, fourth graders will wrap up our Reading History unit with a study of im-
migrant life in the United States! Students will use their research to develop a greater understand-
ing of the history behind immigration to this country. Later in the month, students will create their 
own historical fiction book clubs.  
 
Writing: In writing, students are drafting their literary essays about short stories. Students will 
identify textual evidence to construct arguments about theme and character development. All 
fourth grade authors will write about a short story of their choice! 
 
Math: In math, fourth graders are hard at work studying fractions!  In February, students will learn 
how to multiply fractions, add and subtract mixed numbers, and create common numerators and 
denominators. Fourth grade mathematicians will end the month by connecting their learning 
about fractions to decimals. 
 
Social Studies: This month In Social Studies, students will continue their study of the geography, 
history, and cultures of North America. Students are studying the countries of North America and 
will now focus on Mexico! 
 
Science: In February, fourth grade scientists will continue to study energy. We will focus on ener-
gy transfers through the study of light, sound, heat, and electric currents! Students will continue to 
learn through hands-on experiments. 
 
Social-Emotional Learning: Fourth graders are honing their emotional regulation tools through 
the Second Step program. This month, students will practice understanding complex feelings and 
respecting different perspectives.  
 

Grade 5: 

Reading -  We have started a new unit called “Argument and Advocacy” where we will read to 
become more active and critical citizens!  Do you have an issue you are passionate about? This 
might be are extreme sports worth the risk? Should we ban plastic bags? Should animals be kept 
in zoos? Should schools serve chocolate milk?  We are researching such debatable issues using 
a variety of texts - books, videos, websites, and magazine articles - to be able to engage in argu-
ments from evidence and develop informed viewpoints about these issues.  
 
Writing – Fifth grade authors are writing research based argument essays to communicate our 
viewpoints and opinions on the topics we’ve been researching in reader’s workshop. We will ex-
press our ideas and develop a passionate, scholarly, writing voice!  We will also learn how to cite 
sources from reference texts. 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 5 [continued]: 

Math - We will be learning to multiply fractions using models, numbers, and number lines.  Our 
fifth grade mathematicians will apply these skills to word problems! 
 
Science – Fifth grade scientists are learning about the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and Gravi-
ty.  We’ll study the relationship between objects in the solar system, and why Earth experiences 
day and night and the seasons of the year.   
 
Social Studies - Now that the original 13 colonies have been formed, we will look more closely at 
what life in the colonies was like.  We will learn about education, jobs, the way the government 
worked, and how the slave trade arrived in the colonies. 
 
PE: 

During February, the theme in the gym will be climbing and a continued focus on the themes of 

balance and transferring weight.  We will introduce the cargo net, ropes (for swinging and sup-

porting holds, too) and the transverse climbing wall.   Students will learn how to safely get on and 

off all equipment as well as be led through a series of progressive skills at an age appropriate lev-

el.  Please remember to send in sneakers with your children so that they are safe during all activi-

ties.  (please pack sneakers in backpacks on your child’s PE day)   

Music: 

Please come to the annual Winter Choral Concert on Thursday, February 13th at 9:30 am in the 

cafeteria!  All of the general music classes are working hard on their repertoire for the concert, 

and are excited to show off their singing.  We look forward to seeing you at our Winter Concert!  

The order of the performances are: 

5th Grade General Music - perform at 9:30 am 
 
4th Grade - perform at 9:40 am 
 
3rd Grade - perform at 9:50 am 
 
2nd Grade -perform at 10:00 am 
 
1st Grade –perform at 10:15 am 
 
Kindergarten - perform at 10:25 am 
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Curriculum Highlights 
Art:    

Students have been working very hard in Art this month! They are using a variety of materials like 
paint, glue, scissors, oil pastels, and crayons. Kindergarten and first grade artists have been cre-
ating winter themed art such as snowmen and snow ladies, and snowy owls. Upper grades have 
been creating artwork inspired by artists throughout history, such as Vincent Van Gogh and Leo-
nardo Da Vinci. Moving into February we will create some valentine and heart inspired artwork 
looking at the work of Romero Brito. Special congratulations to the 12 Hemenway students who 
were chosen to have artwork displayed in Boston at the Youth Art Month exhibit!!  
 

Library Media:  

In library media, older grades will continue our digital citizenship curriculum: the next unit is on Is 
Seeing Believing? educating students that content on the web can be digitally altered and identi-
fying reasons why someone might alter content on the web including photos and videos. Stu-
dents will learn to ask critical questions about why someone might alter a photo or video in the 
first place and hone their skills to question the difference between what's real and what's fake.  
 
Parents can refer to the Common Sense Media website for tips and additional information.   

https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 
 
Younger students will be learning about the Presidents Day holiday and why we recognize past 
Presidents in February using a new library digital interactive tool, Lightbox. 
In addition, we'll be reading books related to the February SEL theme of the month: Compassion. 
Discussions will revolve around showing concern or empathy for others. 
 
Finally during library media we will be supporting all grades with their science and social studies 
curriculum with additional resources whenever possible. 
 

 

Happy Learning!!! 
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