
Hemenway Happenings 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Themselves, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Others, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Our School, 

Hemenway Tigers PERSEVERE! 

March 2020 

Mark You r Calendars 

Tuesday March 3, 2020 No School  

 FTA Teacher Professional Development Day 

Wednesday March 4 Kindergarten Tours 

 10 am and 6:30 pm Hemenway School 

 Tours are for families with incoming kindergarten 
students for the 2020/2021 school year! 

Thursday March 5 Early Release 1:05 

 Professional Development Teachers 

Friday March 6  

 Dress As Your Favorite Literary Character Day                            
In honor of Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 

Tuesday March 10   PTO Meeting 6:30 

 Our PTO meetings are held in the Hemenway Cafete-
ria...We look forward to your participation and getting 
to know you as we work collaboratively to support 
our students, teachers and families!  

March 11- March 20 Scholastic Book Fair 

Wednesday March 11 Family Bingo Night 

 The PTO is hosting Family Bingo Night for parents 
and students who are in grades K-2[siblings are wel-
come!]  The event will take place at 6:30 pm in the 
Hemenway School cafeteria...Please join us! 

 Puberty Meeting at McCarthy Elementary 7:00-9:00 
with Mrs. Kinsella our Health Teacher 

Friday March 20 Family Science Night   6:30 pm 

 Please join us for an exciting evening of scientific 
discovery and performing experiments with your 
friends and their families! 

Thursday March 26 Spring Picture Day! 

 

Character Theme 
of the Month: 

 
 

The character theme for 
March is Confidence. 
teachers will be incorpo-
rating themes of develop-
ing confidence in oneself 
into their classroom les-
sons:  Confidence is feeling 
sure of yourself and your 
abilities.  “I believe in who 
I am and what I can 
achieve!” 

 
Notes from Principal Liz Simon 
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Curriculum Highlights 
Books to support the character theme of Confidence: 

The Dot: Peter H. Reynolds  
(Spanish) 
 
I'm Gonna Like Me: Jamie Lee Curtis 
(Spanish) 
 
Ish: Peter H. Reynolds 
 
Stand Tall Molly Lou Melon: Patty Lovell 
 
Jabari Jumps: Gaia Cornwall 
 
After the Fall: How Humpty Dumpty got Back up Again:  Dan Santat 
 
Fifteen Feet of Time:  Philipp Winterberg  
(Portuguese) 
Kindergarten: 

March is a fun and exciting month in kindergarten. We are becoming true mathematicians as we 
continue making and breaking numbers; we are focusing on subtraction now.  Later we will focus 
on addition and subtraction noticing how they work together.  
In Reading we have continued working our reading super powers with our “bigger books, bigger 
muscles” unit.  We are focusing on extra strength reading powers. For example; 1st letter power 
moves to sound power making sure the students not only look at the first letter of the word but 
are also making sure to read through the entire word, even looking for an ending like “s” or “ing.” 
This month we will finish up this unit and move into a unit learning about the differences between 
fiction and nonfiction books. We will be focusing on what nonfiction are teaching us.  
In Fundations we have now finished our second unit and the students have learned how to cor-
rectly form all uppercase letters and have reviewed lowercase letter formation. We are hoping to 
see the students begin to use correct letter choices (uppercase vs. lowercase) in writing now. We 
have been spelling CVC words and working on rhyming words as well. In writing we will be start-
ing our “How-To” writing unit which is a lot of fun. The boys and girls love to show us what they 
are experts on and teach us how to do some of their favorite activities.  
In science we are looking at the weather and graphing lion (fierce weather days) and lamb (calm 
weather days) as we say goodbye to winter and hello to spring.  
Lastly, this is a very exciting month for social studies as we are continuing on with our community 
helpers’ work. In the fall we talked about all of the community helpers found within a school; now 
we will be looking all throughout our community. Students will learn about all of the many commu-
nity helpers and then choose one to become an expert on.  Students will present the community 
helper they chose to focus on at our Community Helper EXPO which will happen in early spring. 
We will get that date to you soon so you can mark your calendar…this is an event that you do not 
want to miss! 
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Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 1: 

Welcome back from vacation! We hope you all had a wonderful February break! 
 
First graders will be starting lots of new things during the month of March. 
In reading, we will continue learning how readers have big jobs to do.  In the first part of this unit 
we are learning what readers can do when they come to a tricky word. The second part of this 
unit is where readers will add new tools to read hard words. These strategies include breaking up 
longer words part by part, using words they know to solve words they don't know, using different 
sounds to try words different ways, and using sight words to read fluently.  The third part of this 
unit will focus on comprehension strategies.  Readers will learn new strategies to think about 
what is happening in their books, and how to best understand their books. 
 
In writing, we will be finishing up opinion writing.  Students will learn to respectfully write their 
opinions about an object.  Our authors will  be writing restaurant reviews and book reviews about 
restaurants and books they know well.  Students are always very excited by this kind of writing 
and enjoy writing reviews about restaurants they have been to.  Feel free to brainstorm some ide-
as with your child at home! When we finish our opinion writing unit, we will begin our poetry and 
song unit in writing! 
 
In math, our mathematicians will be working on adding numbers within 40.  Students will learn 
how to compare numbers using vocabulary such as "greater than" or "less than."  This unit will 
also focus on further developing student's understanding of place value in terms of tens and 
ones.   
 
In science, we will be learning about light and sound.  Our scientists will participate in many 
hands on lessons to learn how sound and vibrations relate to one another, the idea that things 
that vibrate make sounds, and how light changes with different materials.  
We are excited for all that we will learn in March! 
 
Grade 2: 

Second graders are learning and growing! Our current reading unit is an exciting transition where 
students are learning about skills for reading longer books with detailed storylines and charac-
ters.  As they come across these texts, students practice reading these “bigger books” by using 
fluency (pacing, noticing how a character is saying a phrase, and scooping phrases), understand-
ing playful language, rereading to understand the meaning, and creating a goal that they’d like to 
work on. In the middle of March we will transition back into a nonfiction unit focused mainly on liv-
ing things. 
Students have been learning about the structures of poetry by studying poems and writing their 
own pieces.   They are learning skills such as alliteration, using their five senses and precise lan-
guage. They are also learning different structures for poems. 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 2 [continued]: 

Our second grade mathematicians are finishing a unit about geometry, fractions and telling time. 
Next we will move into a unit focused on addition and subtraction. They will practice adding and 
subtracting larger numbers and use different strategies to show their thinking. They are also con-
tinuing to practice reading word problems and solving them efficiently.  
 
In Social Studies students are finishing a project about the continents by creating a brochure 
about a continent they have chosen. They are including what they have learned about physical 
features, languages, food, and more!  
 
Our earth scientists will start to learn about our changing earth, including erosion and how wind 
and water impact physical features. 
 

 

Grade 3: 

Our Readers and Writers have been enjoying their exploration of poetry. In the first week of 

March, we will wrap up our poetry units and move on to our next literary adventure! 

In Writing, we will begin our Literary Essay unit. Our authors will practice defending a strong the-

sis with multiple specific pieces of evidence from the text. They will learn how to structure an es-

say with an introduction, evidence paragraphs, and a conclusion. This will be a challenging, but 

rewarding unit that will prepare the students for essay writing on the MCAS and in future grades.  

In Reading, we will spend some time practicing what we call "close reading," or jotting notes as 

we read to make sure that we understand the text. The students will also get some more experi-

ence answering comprehension questions about the text and using evidence to support their 

thinking. We will also teach some reading test-prep skills in order to help the students feel pre-

pared for their April MCAS test.  

In Math, third grade mathematicians will be diving further into fractions. They will learn about 

equivalent fractions, comparing fractions, and marking fractions on a number line.  

Finally, in Social Studies, we will begin our unit on the American Revolution! This is always a real-
ly fun unit for the students because they get to learn how our country began!  
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Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 4: 

Reading: This March, fourth graders will continue leading their historical fiction book clubs. Stu-
dents have selected books from a variety of time periods and will create daily reading assign-
ments with a partner. In this unit, students take on greater independence in their learning by se-
lecting books and setting expectations for themselves!  
 
Writing: Fourth graders will begin our “Bringing History to Life” unit this month. We will create in-
formational books on immigration in the 20th Century! Students will conduct research, write chap-
ters, and create text features on a topic of their choosing 
 
Math: This month in math, fourth grade mathematicians will be introduced to decimals! Students 
will represent, compare, and add decimals. Our mathematicians will also connect their decimal 
learning to our previous fraction unit by converting fractions into decimals. 
 
Social Studies: In Social Studies, students will continue their study of the geography, history, 
and cultures of North America. Students will study the United States and focus on specific re-
gions throughout the country! 
 
Science: Our scientists will begin learning about plants and animals this March. They will begin 
by learning about the plant life cycle. Students will focus on animal and plant adaptations and 
learn how organisms adapt to survive. 
 
Social-Emotional Learning: This month, fourth graders are continuing to strengthen their emo-
tional regulation tools through the Second Step program. In March, students will practice showing 
compassion to others, identifying strong feelings, and using strategies to calm down. We will also 
celebrate the Character Trait of the Month: Confidence. 
 
 
Grade 5: 

March Hemenway Happenings- Grade 5 
Reading - 5th graders are exploring traditional literature as a genre this month!  We’ll specifically 
study myths from different cultures around the world. There are three different types of myths that 
seek to explain something about the world: hero, creation, and human nature.  When we infer 
themes and messages from these myths and folktales, we also learn lessons about our own 
lives. 
Writing- Our fifth grade authors will be writing through the “Lens of History” to create research 
reports on a topic studied in social studies class: colonial times.  We will draft using all we’ve 
learned about colonial times and informational writing, and then learn to revise by conducting ad-
ditional research and studying the time period more closely.  We will refine our sense of author’s 
craft in this unit.   
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 5 [continued]: 

Math- Our mathematicians will learn to multiply fractions and decimals, and divide fractions and 
decimals.  These two operations are closely linked, and we’ll explain our thinking using models 
and computations. 
Science- Fifth grade scientists are learning about the Earth, the Sun, the Moon, and gravi-
ty.  We’ll study the relationship between objects in the solar system, and why Earth experiences 
day and night and the seasons of the year.  We’ll learn why shadows change across the day and 
how the gravitational force exerted by Earth on objects is directed toward Earth’s center.  
Social Studies - No taxation without representation! Life in the colonies has taken a turn! We will 
look at the Imperial Acts and the unfair treatment of colonists by the British crown that led to the 
American Revolution.  
 
Art:    

March is Youth Art Month and we are excited to announce that Hemenway has 12 students fea-
tured in the annual YAM Boston Art Show.  There will also be 25 students’ artwork exhibited at 
the main branch of the Framingham Public Library for the K-12 Art Show! Please join us for an 
opening reception on March 3rd, 5:30-7:00 at the Framingham Public Library. In art class this 
month, students will begin creating some spring inspired artwork using a variety of materials! Kin-
dergarteners and First Grade artists will review the types of lines, colors, and shapes. Second 
and Third Grade artists use higher-level color theory concepts in their art. Finally, Fourth and Fifth 
Grade artists will create expressive art inspired by artists throughout history. Students in Choice-
Based art classes are continuing on their artistic process and adding written reflections to their 
work.  It should be an exciting month in art class! 
 
Library Media:  

In library media, older grades will continue our digital citizenship curriculum: the next unit is 

on Reading News Online educating students on the important parts of an online news article. Stu-

dents will be able to understand the purpose of online news and interpreting what they see.  Stu-

dents will learn about the structure of online news and watch to watch out for when reading 

online news pages.  Parents can refer to attachment from Common Sense Media for tips and 

additional information. 

Parents can refer to the Common Sense Media website for tips and additional information.   
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ 

 

All students will be celebrating Dr. Seuss Day taking time to read his books and learn about his 

life.  Younger students will also be learning about the season of spring and using interactive tools 
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Curriculum Highlights 
   

Library Media [continued]:  

to study the impact of seasons on the weather.   
 
In addition, we'll be reading books related to the March SEL theme of the month: Confidence. 
Discussions will revolve around feeling sure of yourself and your abilities. 
 
Finally, I'll be supporting all grades with their science and social studies curriculum with additional 

resources whenever possible. 

 

 
Happy Learning!!! 
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