
Hemenway Happenings 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Themselves, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Others, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Our School, 

Hemenway Tigers PERSEVERE! 

November 2019 

Mark You r Calendars 

Tuesday November 5 No School 

 Professional Development 

 Election Day...Please vote!!! 
 

Wednesday November 6 FUN RUN!!! 
 

Wednesday  November 6  PTO Meeting 6:30 

 Our PTO meetings are held in the Hemenway Cafete-
ria...We look forward to your participation and getting 
to know you as we work collaboratively to support 
our students, teachers and families!  

Thursday November 7 Early Release 1:05 

 Parent Conferences...make sure you have signed up 
for a parent conference! 

 
Monday November 11 No School 

 Veteran’s Day 

Friday  November 15 7pm Willy Wonka 

 Please join the Hemenway 5th graders for the delicious    
adventures of Willy Wonka's chocolate factory as they light 
up the stage in this captivating adaptation of Roald Dahl's 
fantastical tale.  

Saturday November 16  2pm & 7pm Willy Wonka 

 Please join the Hemenway 5th graders for the delicious    
adventures of Willy Wonka's chocolate factory as they light 
up the stage in this captivating adaptation of Roald Dahl's 
fantastical tale.  

Wednesday November 27 1/2 day dismissal 
@12:05  

Thursday November 28 & Friday             
November 29 NO School 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

Fun Run!!! 
 

Hemenway Fields...we can’t wait 
to see you!!! 

9:30-10:15 Kindergarten & Grade 1 
10:45-11:30 Grade 4 & Grade 5 
1:30-2:15 Grade 2 & Grade 3 
 

Character 
Theme of the 

Month: 
The character theme for 
November is Gratitude, 
teachers will be incorpo-
rating gratitude into their 
classroom lessons:  “I  
reflect on the people, 
places and 
things that I 
appreciate.” 

 
Notes from Principal Liz Simon 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Kindergarten: 

November is a fun month in Kindergarten. We are moving into our second unit in Math where stu-
dents will be learning all about two and three dimensional shapes as well as positional 
words.  We talk about how many sides and corners the shapes have and we sort them by talking 
about what is the same and what is different amongst the shapes.   
In writing, we will continue on with our writing as a scientist unit and teach through our pictures, 
labels and words.  At this point, some of us are solely labeling within our pictures and others are 
beginning to put words on the lines and write full sentences!  We are celebrating a lot of growth 
within our students’ work as they are realizing how much meaning is carried through text.   
In reading all of the Kindergarteners become reading superheroes with our Super Powers reading 
unit! This unit is where our students will move from retelling with pictures to actually reading the 
text on the pages of their books.  You will be amazed at all of the reading growth that happens 
when your child begins to use their "Super Reader Powers"  in their book bag books that will start 
coming home after the Thanksgiving break.   
Lastly, in social studies we will be talking about long ago and today.  We talk about timelines and 
the first thanksgiving as well as noticing how life has changed and how people live today versus 
how they lived long ago.   
 

Grade 1: 

 
First graders are officially word detectives! We are finishing up our unit on being solving tricky 
words.  Students have been introduced to many new strategies that they can use to solve chal-
lenging words. Please advise your child to use these strategies when reading at home!  We will 
spend some time reviewing decoding strategies that students can also use to solve hard words in 
their books. At the end of November, we will begin a unit on non-fiction. Students will read nonfic-
tion books to learn about the world around them.  We will pay close attention to text features and 
learn how to use a teacher voice when reading nonfiction. 
 
In writing, we will be writing how-to books.   Our first grade authors will brainstorm a list of things 
that they know how to do.  They will turn these ideas into nonfiction teaching books. They will 
learn to tell each step on a new page while explaining exactly how to do something.  We will also 
learn how to use pictures to teach our readers. 
 
In math, we will begin paying close attention to place value as we explore numbers to 20.  First 
grade mathematicians will be exposed to various strategies that will help them add numbers to 
20.  We will focus on the number of tens and ones and what that means in a number as students 
better develop their place value understanding.  
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 1: 

In science, we will be learning about day and night.  We will explore how the earth rotates to cre-
ate day and night.  We are working on being scientists and observing the world around us. 
 
Through our SEL curriculum we will continue to learn about the Zones of Regulation and the best 
strategies to use while we are in each zone. 
 
Grade 2: 

In reading, we are finishing our character unit where we have been focusing on character traits, 
character actions, character feelings, and stopping to retell. We will then begin a new unit on non-
fiction where students will read many types of nonfiction for exposure.   
In writing, we will begin our next unit of writing about reading this month. Second grader authors 
will practice responding to text and writing about their books using specific examples from the 
book in the form of a letter! 
In math we have been working with numbers up to 1,000. Second grader mathematicians have 
been building, comparing and counting numbers in their math groups. We will start a new unit 
that focuses on addition strategies to 200 and solving word problems to 100.  
In science we will begin a unit on engineers and scientist. Students will work on differentiating be-
tween engineers and scientists. Students will be conducting experiments to experience being 
both an engineer, and a scientist.  
 

 Grade 3: 

 

Our readers are diving into the amazing lives of important people from history. In November, we 

will continue exploring narrative nonfiction (mostly biography) for this second half of our Reading 

to Learn unit. The students will be thinking about what we can learn about a person from studying 

the things that they have said and done throughout their lifetime. We will also continue to practice 

applying the nonfiction reading skills that we've learned so far, such as stopping to identify the 

main idea and details of a passage, as well as highlighting important information.  

Third grade authors are hard at work on their informational texts. This unit lines up perfectly with 
our informational reading unit, which gives students lots of opportunities to notice what authors do 
to help their readers learn about a topic. The students will organize the information about their 
expert topics into chapters and add text features, like photos, maps, diagrams, bold words, glos-
saries, and text boxes, to make the pieces more engaging and informative. After testing out  
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 3: 

their skills with one topic, the students will take what they have learned in science and craft a second informational 

text about animal life cycles.  

In Math, our third grade mathematicians are embarking on a multi-topic unit that includes telling time, measuring, 

rounding, adding, and subtracting. They will practice identifying the unit of measure that makes the most sense for a 

given situation. They will learn how to round to the nearest ten and to the nearest hundred. Finally, our mathemati-

cians will build on their second grade knowledge of adding and subtracting to find sums and differences of much larg-

er numbers. We will use multiple strategies, including the standard algorithms that most parents learned when they 

were in school!  

Third grade life scientists are learning about the traits that living things acquire from their parents and from their envi-

ronment. They will study the ways in which species have evolved over time, highlighting the adaptations that in-

crease the chances of survival. As we approach Thanksgiving, we will begin our Social Studies unit on the Wampa-

noag people. We will study their history and daily life.  

Grade 4: 

Reading: We are deep into our “Reading the Weather, Reading the World” unit. Students are 
hard at work reading non-fiction texts and will soon select their own topics to research in greater 
depth! 
 
Writing: This month, fourth grade authors are writing opinion essays using the “Boxes and Bul-
lets” strategies. We will focus on supporting our opinions with evidence! 
 
Math: Math in November is jam-packed! Fourth grade mathematicians will continue to multiply 
multi-digit numbers using a variety of strategies. We will also start division this month.   
 
Social Studies: 4th Graders are starting a new unit in Social Studies! Students will study the ge-
ography, history, and cultures of North America. Science: In Science, students will begin learning 
about energy. They will explore electric, solar, and magnetic energy throughout the unit. Expect 
many hands-on experiments! 
 
Social-Emotional Learning: We will continue learning the “Zones of Regulation”. Fourth graders 
will focus on creating a toolbox of strategies to help them regulate their emotions in tricky situa-
tions!  
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 5: 

Reading and Writing - We are building our muscles to work with informational text! Students 
have chosen their own topic for a research project.  We will be reading and synthesizing infor-
mation about the topic, and taking notes. Then we’ll organize the information to write a magazine 
feature article.  Students will choose text features like photographs, diagrams, maps, charts, and 
timelines to help convey information. We’ll study published magazine articles like mentor texts 
before publishing our own!  Stay tuned, as parents will be invited to a final celebration of our 
work. 
 
Math- We will study how to multiply and divide multi-digit (large) whole numbers.  Fifth grade 
mathematicians will use a variety of computation strategies, such as area models and the stand-
ard algorithm, and focus on being accurate and efficient. 
 
Science - Matter is everything around us that takes up space, has mass, and has weight. Matter 
can be a solid, liquid, or gas and each of these states has unique properties.  Our fifth grade sci-
entists will study how matter can be described by its properties, and how each state of matter is 
unique. What happens when vinegar (liquid) is mixed with baking soda (solid)? A chemical reac-
tion! We’ll also explore how new substances can be formed in a chemical reaction.  
 
Social Studies -   We will be doing a deep dive into research! Students will learn about and 
share knowledge of specific European explorers.  We’ll learn about Cortez, Pizarro, Hudson, Car-
tier, Vespucci, Magellan, and more. 
 
You are also invited to see the 5th grade production of Willy Wonka Jr. on November 15th 
and 16th! Buy tickets and join in the fun! 
 
PE: 

Our classes have been enjoying the fall weather by going outside for our warm-up, fitness, skills 

and games.   Please continue to support your child by sending sneakers and appropriate outdoor 

clothing on PE days.  K-2 classes have been involved with foot dribble and object control 

skills.  Games such as Ring swap, red light, green light help students to apply ball control skills to 

a game situation.  3-5th grades have been refining their object control skills through foot passing 

and receiving games.  They will also work in punting and be introduced games such as pirates’ 

gold, mass soccer and speedball! 

Music: 

Music is in full swing at Hemenway Elementary!  Kindergarten through second grade  
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Music: 

are all building upon their foundation of music theory with a heavy emphasis on rhythm and how it 
relates to the steady beat of a song.  Third graders are taking great leaps with their music 
knowledge by learning the note names on the lines and spaces on the Treble Clef staff, along 
with recognizing the melodic direction of familiar melodies as they are placed on the staff.  All of 
this in anticipation for the introduction of the recorder!  Fourth graders are currently learning their 
repertoire for a holiday concert that they will perform for the Heritage Assisted Living facility in De-
cember.  Mr. Maxwell's fifth grade general music classes are exploring and reflecting on all of the 
knowledge they've learned at Hemenway, and building toward ensemble work within their clas-
ses.  Mr. Smock's fifth grade band is showing a lot of potential this year as some classes are al-
ready learning their fifth note and it's not even November, yet!  It looks to be a great collection of 
musicians for this year's band!  Please check the new Hemenway Music website for updates on 
each grade, including photos and videos from the recent Arts Matter Day celebration!   
 
https://sites.google.com/framingham.k12.ma.us/hemenwaymusic/home 
 
 

Art:    

The month of October was filled with pumpkins galore in the art room! Artists used pumpkins to 

explore primary color mixing, shapes, lines, shin to collage, ripping and gluing techniques, and 

we looked at the work of well-known artists and created PUMPKIN artwork inspired by them! Art-

ists also continued their “materials exploration packets” for choice based Art. 

We continued to start every lesson with a mindful minute, and calm breathing strategies to get 
ourselves ready for art! during the month of October we focused on fact. This included respect for 
our peers, our teachers, and the art materials. Many classes also earned their art party after sev-
eral weeks of showing the Hemenway core values!  
 
November in the art room brings a promise of seasonal-based art that includes the methods and 
materials exploration. Students will dive deeper into the elements and principles of design while 
being given opportunities to use a wider range of supplies.  
 
Keep an eye on the bulletin boards in the main lobby as those will change frequently to exhibit 
student work. We also hope you get a chance to view the art gallery in the back hallway if you are 
in school for parent conferences!  
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Library Media: 

In library media we'll be celebrating National Author Day in conjunction with 

the Framingham Public Library (FPL) by talking about our favorite books and writing to the au-

thors.  Letters will be mailed to the authors by the FPL with the hope that some of the authors an-

swer our students letters. 

 
Our SEL theme of gratitude and being thankful will be reinforced in the selection of books dis-
played and read during class. Additionally and in conjunction with the theme of gratitude, we will 
be celebrating the Thanksgiving holiday by learning about customs and  traditions celebrat-
ing during this national holiday. 
 
Finally, students will begin a review of the Dewey decimal system and how non-fiction books are 
organized in the library.  Students will apply their learning on this topic by doing a scavenger hunt 
to help them find non-fiction books in our library using the Dewey decimal system. 

 

 

 

Happy Learning!!! 
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