
Hemenway Happenings 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Themselves, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Others, 

Hemenway Tigers Respect Our School, 

Hemenway Tigers PERSEVERE! 

December 2019 

Mark You r Calendars 

Monday Dec 2, Tuesday Dec, 3, Wed Dec. 4 & Friday Dec. 6 

 Health Screenings for students during the school day 

Tuesday December 3 

 8:30 Staff Picture in the lobby 

 8:35 Special Education Staff Meeting room 5 

 
Wednesday  December 4   

 PTO MEETING  6:30 Our PTO meetings are held in the Hemenway 
Cafeteria...We look forward to your participation and getting to 
know you as we work collaboratively to support our students, 
teachers and families!  

 Walsh Fifth Grade Open House 5:30-7:00 

Thursday December 5  

 Pottery Paint Night 6:30-8:30  Hemenway Cafeteria. 
Art Signals Studio who will provide all of the pre-made ceramics, paint and 
supplies to make a variety of great items.  We will do the fun part of painting 
without all the clean up.  Pieces will be kiln fired at the studio and returned in 
time for holiday gift giving!  Note that adult supervision is required. 

Monday December 16  

 Hemenway School Council 5:00 pm Principal’s Conference 
room.  

Friday December 20 Full Day of School 

Monday December 23-Wednesday January 1 No School 

Happy Holidays...We wish 
you a wonderful 2020!!! 

 

Character Theme 
of the Month: 

 
 

The character theme for 
December is Responsibility, 
teachers will be incorpo-
rating taking personal   
responsibility into their 
classroom lessons:  “I  
take ownership of my 
learning and behavior.” Re-
sponsibility is doing your 
best and being accountable 
for your actions and words! 

 

 
Notes from Principal Liz Simon 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Kindergarten: 

Kindergarten: 

We are well into our Super Powers, reading unit.  Our students are so excited to begin bringing 
home their book bags to share with you their amazing reading powers! Please help your child be 
responsible for bringing their book bag back to school every day.  We use the books inside their 
book bags every day and it makes it hard for students to be an active participant in the day’s les-
son without their books.  We thank you all in advance for your support in this as we know this is 
the first entry into "homework" for your little ones! 
   
In writing we have completed our All About book and our Kindergarten authors are now writing 
about things that have happened to them.  They will continue to write across pages and our em-
phasis on labeling will subside as we begin to have them write in sentences to tell their story.  We 
will work with them on “stretching out words” to hear and write all of the sounds in a word.  They 
will begin learning to spell sight words correctly within their work.   
 
In Math, our kindergarten mathematicians have just finished the unit on two and three dimension-
al shapes and will begin measuring in December.  We will be working with comparisons of length 
and weight.  We have so much fun with the hands on part of this unit.  In Kindergarten we weigh 
and measure using non-standard units. Students will be using balance scales to find out which 
weighs more/less and then we will see how long and short things are using paper clips, unifix cu-
bes, and other non-standard units.  
 
In December we have a lot of fun with our Gingerbread Man read aloud unit.  We compare many 
different versions of the Gingerbread Man and look to see the similarities and differences.  Each 
classroom also has a gingerbread character visit and cause a little mischief here and there to 
make the magic of the Gingerbread Man come alive.  Everyone, teachers included, love closing 
out the 2019 calendar year with this fun filled unit!   
 

Grade 1: 

In December, first graders will begin learning about the world around them in reader's work-
shop.  Students are learning that reading nonfiction texts is different than reading fiction 
texts.  When reading nonfiction, readers use more of a teacher voice than a storyteller 
voice.  Students will also discover that in nonfiction texts they can learn new information in many 
ways.  Students can use text features such as captions and labels, and photographs to learn 
about the world around them.   
 
 

STRIPESSTRIPESSTRIPES   



 

 

Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 1 [continued]: 

Reading nonfiction texts will help students to become nonfiction writers.  After finishing up how-to 
books, our first grade authors will begin to write nonfiction books.  They will pick something that 
they know all about and will write an informational book about this topic.  They will learn different 
strategies to teach the reader.  These strategies include using pictures, labels, comparisons and 
examples related to their topic.  Students will write informational texts that include an introduction 
and conclusion.  This kind of writing is different than what we've done so far in first grade.  This 
gives students an opportunity to teach others about topics that they are experts at. 
 
In math, we will continue learning how to add and subtract up to 20.  First grade mathematicians  
will be exposed to many new strategies to help them add.  Students are always encouraged to 
show their thinking with pictures and words.  Ask your child about the different ways they can 
show their thinking in math.  During math workshop, students will participate in small group les-
sons where they are manipulating numbers in different ways to add two digit numbers.   
 
During science, our first grade scientists will continue exploring the sun and moon.  We are learn-
ing about what causes day and night and it appears that the sun and moon are moving across 
the sky. 
 
We will also talk about the various winter holidays and traditions that students celebrate with their 
families.  Feel free to talk about your own family winter traditions with your child! 
 

Grade 2: 

Second graders are working hard and learning so much! We recently finished our reading unit all 
about characters and began a nonfiction unit! In this unit we are reading many nonfiction books 
about all different topics to get to know different features of a nonfiction book. Towards the end of 
the unit we will work with partners to compare different nonfiction fiction books about the same 
topic. 
 
Second grade authors have been writing opinions and supporting their opinions with evidence. 
We are writing the opinions in the format of a letter so simultaneously we are learning the struc-
ture and parts of a letter. We will finish the unit with writing award nominations for our favorite 
books.  Then we will begin a writing unit where students write about a topic they know all about! 
 
In math, our second grade mathematicians have begun a unit on addition and subtraction. They 
are learning many new strategies to solve two and three digit addition and subtraction problems 
as well as share their thinking with others. Our classes are also working on problem solving  
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Curriculum Highlights 
Grade 2 [continued]: 
through numberless word problems. 
 
In science, our second grade students are learning the difference between engineers and scien-

tists. We have conducted some experiments as engineers and now will be conducting experi-

ments as scientists to figure out the similarities and differences! 

 

Grade 3: 

In Reading, the third graders are starting to read realistic fiction books with a focus on character. 
We will explore characters' histories, motivations, and traits. We will study story structure and 
learn how to talk about shared books together in our first book clubs of the year!  
 
In Math, we will begin our second unit on multiplication and division. Our mathematicians will use 
the strong foundation that we built during our first multiplication and division unit to learn more 
properties and patterns.  
 
In Writing, we will finish up our nonfiction unit by exploring the different formats in which infor-
mation can be shared (brochures, posters, speeches, etc.). Then, we will move on to our Persua-
sive writing unit. Our third grade authors will try to convince their readers to agree with them 
about something important!  
 
In Social Studies, we will continue our unit on the Wampanoag people. We will learn about their 
way of life, their connection to Framingham, and the challenges that they experienced when the 
European settlers arrived.  
 
Grade 4: 

Reading: Students will study literary traditions, specifically myths and tall tales, in December. Lat-
er in the month, fourth graders will begin a unit on reading history!  
 
Writing: In December, our fourth grade authors will write realistic fiction stories. Fourth graders 
will develop their own characters and create a story arc complete with a problem and solution!  
 
Math: This month, our mathematicians will continue solidifying their division skills! Later in De-
cember, students will also learn about patterns. 
 
Social Studies: In Social Studies, students will continue their study of the geography, history, 
and cultures of North America. For the next month, students will primarily focus on Canada! 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Grade 4 [continued]: 

Science: This December, our scientists will begin learning about plants. They will explore plant 
structures and how these structures help plants survive.   
 

Social-Emotional Learning: Fourth graders will start the Second Step program in December. 

For the first month, students will focus on empathy and active listening skills!  

Grade 5: 

 
Writing-  Students are writing literary essays! We are learning to read texts closely, develop a 
strong thesis statement, then support that claim with a variety of evidence from the text such as 
examples, mini stories, summaries, quotations, and analysis of author’s craft.  
 
Reading -  We will be reading fiction literature in book clubs to learn a very powerful lesson: That 
by reading, we can watch characters deal with social issues like peer pressure, bullying, poverty, 
racism, and homelessness, and through this we can learn ourselves how we might deal with such 
challenging issues in our world. 
 
Math -  Our mathematicians will be learning strategies for working with division problems!  We will 
focus on mental strategies, whole number operations, interpreting remainders, the standard algo-
rithm, and dividing with decimals. 
 
Science -  Matter is everything around us that takes up space, has mass, and has weight. Matter 
can be a solid, liquid, or gas and each of these states has unique properties.  As scientists, we 
will study how matter can be described by its properties, and how each state of matter is unique. 
What happens when vinegar (liquid) is mixed with baking soda (solid)? A chemical reaction! We’ll 
also explore how new substances can be formed in a chemical reaction.  
 
Social Studies -  We will take a closer look at the early settlements in the new world.   We’ll ex-
plore the lessons of Jamestown, the success of the Plymouth colony and the mystery of Roa-
noke. 
 

ESL: 

In December, we are getting ready for ACCESS testing, which will begin in January. ACCESS is 

an assessment of English language proficiency that English learner students take yearly. Results 

from this assessment will show how much students' academic and social English has developed 

since last year and will help us plan instruction. We are excited to prepare for this important test  

and to begin administering it when we return from Winter Recess! 
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Curriculum Highlights 
ESL [continued]: 

The monthly Bilingual Parent Advisory Committee (BPAC) meeting will be held December 3, 
2019, at 6:30pm at the Framingham Public Library. We hope many of our multilingual families will 
be able to attend!   
 
Music: 

Happy Holidays from the Hemenway Music Team!  December is full of singing!  Kindergarten 
classes are discovering the high and low sounds in music and their voices.  First and second 
grade is establishing their foundations in singing by applying their voices to what they've learned 
from the last few months.  Third graders are learning about the Classical Period of music, with 
some classes starting their work on the recorder.  Fourth grade is gearing up for their Heritage 
Holiday Concert on December 17th (due to the venue size, we apologize that this concert is not 
open to the public).  While Mr. Maxwell is bringing out the musicality of his fifth graders, Mr. 
Smock continues to be impressed by the fifth grade band and their own musicianship.  Finally, a 
well-deserved congratulations to the production staff and students who put on another fantastic 
play with Willy Wonka Jr.!  Happy Holidays!   
 
Art:  

It’s hard to believe it’s already December in the art room! Students took home their Square 1 Art 
order forms last month, and they were so excited to see their masterpiece is turned into little 
stickers for all to enjoy! Any families who decided to order from the catalogs, your items will be 
arriving in mid-December… Just in time for the winter holidays!   
 
This month in Art we will be exploring more in-depth materials such as liquid tempera paint, yarn, 
texture, and more through multi-week lessons. We hope that students are having fun in our class, 
and know that they are free to explore their creativity in the Art room! There’s no right or wrong 
answer as long as we are meeting our content objectives!  
 
We try to use mostly washable materials in the art room, but there are aprons available for any 
students who wish to wear them during our class… Especially on the messy days! Please let us 
know if you have any questions! 
 
Library Media: 

In library media, we'll continue our digital citizenship curriculum: the next unit is on Digital Foot-
prints.  Students will learn that the information they share online leaves a digital footprint or "trail." 
Depending on how they manage it, this trail can be big or small, harmful or helpful. Students com-
pare different trails and think critically about what kinds of information they want to leave behind. 
See link below for tips for families from Common Sense Media.   https://www.commonsense.org/
education/family-tips/k-5-digital-footprint-and-identity 
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Curriculum Highlights 
 

Library Media [continued]: 

In addition, we'll be reading books related to: December holidays and the SEL theme of the 
month: Responsibility. 
 
Finally, I'll be supporting all grades with their science and social studies curriculum with additional 
resources whenever possible. 
 

 

 

Happy Learning!!! 
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