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Principal’s Update 
 

We have reached the exact halfway point of the 2016-17 school year, which presents a 
natural opportunity to look back on what has or has not worked in the first half of the 
year and to make plans to improve second half performance or to maintain what has 
been successful.  Teachers are busy finalizing term two and midterm exam grades in 
preparation for our upcoming reports cards, which will be issued to students 
during homeroom on Friday, January 27th.  Please use these report cards to have 
conversations with your children about their academic performance and encourage 
them to make specific plans for improvement where necessary.  These plans could 
certainly include students reaching out to their teachers and school counselors for 
advice regarding what they could do better.  Semester long courses and credits are 
now finalized while year-long courses have exactly 50% of the final year grade in the 
books.  Underclassmen, in particular, should be reminded that colleges will ultimately 
see their final grades from year-long courses, so there is a long way to go to determine 
what that final grade can look like if they have not gotten off to the best start to the 
year.  
 
This is also a good time to check in on your child’s attendance rates.  Keep in mind that 
if students accumulate 20 absences in a year-long course, they will automatically 
receive half credit in that course even if they pass it.  3 tardies to class are 
equivalent to one absence as we make these attendance calculations.  If students are 

 

 
 



even close to missing school at that rate, they should make immediate adjustments to 
their attendance or communicate with their grade administrator if there is a valid 
reason for their high number of absences.   With just four quick weeks of school before 
February break, I would like to challenge students to set a short term goal of 
perfect school attendance and perfect homework completion for the next 20 
days of classes.  For those students that want to better their academic performance 
and turn their year around, this is a manageable chunk of time in which to buckle 
down and start to improve results.  It would also allow them to start term 3 strong and 
go into the long, uninterrupted stretch of school after February break without any 
missing work hanging over their heads. 
  
We have been mostly lucky so far with the winter weather conditions, but since it is 
the season, please keep in mind that, if we do miss a day due to snow, we “skip” that 
day of the cycle on the calendar and move to the next day.  For example, if we missed 
Tuesday (a Day 2) we would pick up on Wednesday with Day 3. Snow announcements 
will be made via Connect-Ed (automated voice system) and also updated on the 
school/district web pages.  You can also check local media stations for school closures. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
National Women and Girls in Sports Day 
A message from Paul Spear, Interim Athletic Director: 
Each year, the Athletic Department chooses (2) junior female student-athletes to 
represent Framingham High School at the National Women and Girls' in Sport day. 
The 2 students are invited to attend the February celebration in Boston with a 
Framingham High School chaperone.  The chosen students have made positive 
contributions in the classroom and on the athletic fields.  These students 
demonstrate leadership qualities and appreciate the opportunities they have as FHS 
student-athletes. 
 
Three sport letterwinner, Bella Richiazzi has proven herself on the soccer and 
lacrosse fields as well as on the wrestling mat.  Bella possesses tremendous work 
ethic and desire to improve each day.  In addition, she is a positive role model and a 
selfless teammate.   Although she embraces the team first attitude, Bella enjoys 
considerable individual success as well.  As the lone female on the wrestling team, 
Bella crosses gender lines each day as she competes with toughness, strength and 
determination.  She is afforded the opportunity to compete with and against boys 
and girls thanks in large part to Title IX.  She is certainly appreciative of the 
opportunities she has. We would be proud to have her represent 
Framingham High School at the National Women and Girls' In Sport Day.  
 
The second student selection is junior Katie Puumula.  Katie is a talented three-sport 
athlete who prides herself on being a leader and putting forth her very best effort in 
everything she does.  As a field hockey, ice hockey and lacrosse standout, Katie 
elevates the play of others around her.  She has a deep passion for competition and 
carries herself selflessly and with high regard for sportsmanship.  
 
Please join me in saluting these 2 student-athletes. 
 
 

Framingham High School Foundation 
Salute to Framingham 
Congratulations to the 2017 Salute to Framingham honorees Chuck Greenslit, 
Bennie Ottaviani and Maria Rosado! 
The Salute to Framingham was created 25 years ago to honor individuals for their 
outstanding commitment to the youth of Framingham.  To learn about this years’ 
honorees or to buy tickets to the March 30th event, please visit  
www.salute-to-framingham.com All proceeds from the Salute to Framingham 
benefit the Framingham High School Foundation which supports arts, activities and 
athletics at FHS. 
 
Team Framingham/FHSF 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KNQGjsOQGpU&feature=youtu.be
http://www.salute-to-framingham.com/


This year, three Team Framingham/Boston Marathon runners have chosen the 
Framingham High School Foundation as their charity. Thank you to Vernon Turner, 
Drew Halberstadt and Rob Young for their commitment to raise money for FHSF to 
support arts athletics and activities at FHS. Please show your support by visiting 
www.framinghamhighschoolfoundation.org and making a donation. 
 

A Message from Medical 
Framingham Public Schools is actively recruiting substitute school nurses. 
Registered nurses will be hired on a per diem basis. If hired, you will provide school 
nursing services in schools and on field trips to students pre-school through grade 
12. All applicants should hold a current license as a registered nurse (RN) and 
current CPR/AED certification. If interested, please apply on Talent Ed, 
https://framingham.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=658  
 

 

 

http://www.framinghamghihschoolfoundation.org/
https://framingham.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=658


 

Calendar of Events 
 
Monday, January 23rd - Day 1: ABCDE 
8:00 Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. St. Mary’s @St. Mary’s 
 
Tuesday, January 24th - Day 2: CADGF 
6:30  Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Walpole @Home 
6:30  Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Walpole @Walpole 
7:00  Girls Varsity Gymnastics vs. Natick @Natick 
 
Wednesday, January 25th - Day 3: BAEFG 
TBA  Boys Varsity Wrestling vs. Weymouth @Weymouth 
4:00 Girls Varsity ice Hockey vs. Walpole @Home 
8:00 Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Walpole @Walpole 
 
Thursday, January 26th- Day 4: ACDEF  
4:00 Boys/Girls Varsity Indoor Track vs. Braintree @Braintree 
6:30  Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Lincoln-Sudbury @Home 
 
Friday, January 27th - Day 5: BDCGF 
Second Term Report Cards distributed in Homeroom 
6:30  Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Needham @Home 
6:30 Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Needham @Needham 
7:00  Girls Varsity Gymnastics vs. Norwood @Home 
 
Saturday, January 28th - WEEKEND 
5:10 Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Needham @Home 
8:30 Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Needham @Needham 
 
Monday, January 30th -  Day 6: DABEG 
8:00  Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Newton North @Newton North 
 
Tuesday, January 31st  - Day 7: CBGFE 
6:30 Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Braintree @Braintree 
6:30 Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Braintree@Home 
 
Wednesday, February 1st - Day 1: ABCDE 
2:10 Faculty Meeting - Cafeteria 
6:00 Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Braintree @Braintree 
6:30 Boys Varsity Wrestling vs. Walpole @Home 
7:00 Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Braintree @Home 
 
Thursday, February 2nd - Day 2: CADGF 

 



 
Friday, February 3rd - Day 3: BAEFG 
6:30 Boys Varsity Basketball vs. Newton North @Newton North 
6:30 Girls Varsity Basketball vs. Newton North @Home 
7:00 Girls Varsity Gymnastics vs. Braintree @Braintree 
 
Saturday, January 21st - WEEKEND 
12:30 Boys Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Newton North @Newton North 
5:00 Girls Varsity Ice Hockey vs. Newton North@Home 
 
 

 

 


