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Dear students and families, 
 
I trust that you are well and enjoying the unseasonably warm 
weather as we progress into the second month of school.  As 
most of you may have heard from your children, they had a very 
busy week taking the Measure of Academic Progress(MAP) 
assessment.  The purpose of this assessment is to establish a 
baseline of academic achievement and to inform us of our 
students’ strengths and areas in need of improvement.  Based 
on the results of this assessment teachers will tailor their 
lessons to address the areas where students show the greatest 
needs for improvement.  Students will take this assessment two 
more times, in late January and early June, to monitor their 
progress and allow us to adjust instruction.  In two weeks, we’ll 
forward to you the results of the MAP assessment via US mail. 
 
I am very pleased to share with you that the Superintendent has 
approved the resources needed to fund the implementation of 
the Resiliency For Life(RFL) program at Fuller.  This program, will 
allow us to provide targeted social, emotional, and academic 
support to a number of our students who otherwise may 
struggle and have difficulty succeeding in school.  This program 
fits in well with Restorative Practices which was launched at 
Fuller last school year, as they both work proactively to create a 
supportive, positive, and nurturing culture in the school. 
 
Lastly, I am very pleased to share with you, that in the short time 
since we retained the firm that will design the new Fuller 
building ,much progress has been made in developing the 
educational vision that will guide the architects in their work.  I 
look forward to seeing you on November 13th and 27th from 6:00 
to 8:00 pm at the community forums designed to provide you 
with the opportunity to give input on the educational vision and 
the design of the new building. 
 
As always, I thank you for your continued support. 
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Math: We started off the year with a review on skills such as working with fractions, 
divisibility rules, and prime factorization. Then, we began our first major unit of the 
year, Rational Numbers. We have already learned how to add and subtract rational 
numbers, which includes working with negative numbers. Next, we will learn how to 
multiply and divide rational numbers and then apply those skills work real-world 
contexts involving statistics.  
 
Science: Currently, animal cells and plant cells are being studied in Mr. Faller's 
Platinum team science class. Students are researching and identifying the structures 
and functions of the cell parts found in both cells.  Soon, we will use microscopes to 
view animal cells and plant cells.  Then students will learn how to write an official lab 
report. 
 
Language Arts: In language arts, we have been working our way through The 
Outsiders. This is a great book that we are using to explore the theme of identity. We 
have most recently spent time looking at setting and are now diving into studying the 
characters and their connections with one another, and to ourselves as readers. We 
have also done many written reflections in our journals in class which allow students 
the opportunity to think deeper about what they are reading. 
 
Social Studies:  We are off to a great start to the 2017-2018 school year! Students 
have been learning the basics of archeology and the variety of dating methods that are 
used to determine the age of ancient artifacts! Students have also learned the 
differences between primary and secondary sources, and how they are useful in 
determining credibility of resources when investigating ancient civilizations.  With 
these fundamental skills, they will be well prepared to learn about the ancient 
civilizations that have paved the way for modern day culture!  Our next steps will 
discuss what a timeline is, how it works, and how to date events, which will allow us 
to plot our first major event: early humans! 
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Science 
Opal United students are off to great start diving into the Astronomy unit of the 
new NexGen Science standards. We began with moon phases and eclipses which 
many of them were excited to share their experiences this summer with the solar 
eclipse. The culminating project is a in school group assignment making a galactic 
model with research about star temperatures and light waves. 
 
Math 
We have started the year off with Rates & Ratios where students have been 
working hard to create ratio tables, look for patterns, and compare equivalent 
ratios in real world scenarios. Students started their STEAM project and have 
begun creating their food truck company and ratio tables based on the ingredients 
for their main dishes. This project continues throughout the year and students will 
complete different phases that relate to the current math topic that they have 
mastered.  
 
Language Arts 
Opal United students have started the year reading the novel, Flush, by Carl 
Hiaasen.  Students will be analyzing how an author develops the point of view of a 
character and writing about strategies used in the novel. We will also begin our 
study of Academic Conversations and  
Socratic Seminars.  Vocabulary and Choice Reading Tic-Tac-Toe homework has been 
introduced and will continue throughout the year. 
 
Social Studies 
Opal United students have started their journey into Geography and World 
Cultures.  Students are discovering location of countries and major geographic 
features of the world and explaining how they affect the world around 
them.  Students will be designing their own island using all of the geographic terms 
and mapping skills they have learned. By focusing on the seven continents, 
students will be analyzing how the Five Themes of Geography affect the different 
parts of the world.  
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Lime Team students have expanded their expertise in many areas during the past month 
at Fuller.   
 
Social Studies, Mr. Zieky:  Students in Mr. Zieky's Social Studies class are currently 
learning about the “Five Themes of Geography”. The Five Themes are used as a jumping 
off point for their exploration of World Geography. Students will be learning about 
landforms and climate over the next few weeks, culminating with a “create your own 
country” project!   
 
Social Studies, Mr Kahle:  Students in Mr. Kahle’s World Geography class are continuing 
to learn about landforms and map skills. This week, they began the Dream Island 
Project where they will demonstrate their knowledge of landforms by drawing maps of 
their own imaginary islands. This project is due on Monday, October 2nd. Next week, 
we will begin a unit on Climate and Climatographs, so get ready for a lot of questions 
about the weather. 
 
Math, Ms. McGovern:  Students in Ms. McGovern’s math class are working on Module 
1 of equivalent ratios, comparing ratio tables, and writing equations with ratios. The 
students have been working hard to learn these important skills that will later show up 
on MCAS.  
  
Science, Mrs. Rogan:  Students are creating galactic mobiles which incorporate 
information and visual models of spiral, elliptical and irregular galaxies, the relationship 
between star color, temperature and wavelength, galaxies in the Milky Way’s Local 
Group, metric measurement and mathematical conversions, interpretation of graphical 
displays of astronomical data, and engineering design. 
  
ELA, Ms. Sayles:  Student’s is Ms. Sayles’s ELA class continue to study folktales from 
around the world. Currently they are preparing to perform their Reader’s Theater 
folktales on Monday! 
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The Crimson Team is off to an amazing year so far. We welcomed seventeen new 
sixth graders and welcomed back our seventh and eighth grade students. Along with 
our incoming sixth graders we also welcomed several new staff members. Anna 
Hosein is our new English Language Arts teacher who comes from Abington Public 
Schools where she was an inclusion special education teacher with certifications in 
Moderate Special Education, Language Arts, and is also pursuing her CAGS in Literacy. 
Donna Coonan, our new Science teacher, comes to us from Sutton Public Schools 
with a masters degree in special education.  She is certified in Science and has taught 
the subject at all levels. Teaching Social Studies this year is Amanda Schack who has 
taken over for Wendi Carlstrom who had her baby, Samantha “Sammi” Charlotte, 
September 23rd! Amanda has worked with the Crimson Team for the past six years. 
She has her masters in Moderate Disabilities and undergrad in History. We also have 
several new paraprofessionals who joined our Crimson team this year. Joe Eder is 
working with the Revolution. Sue Sebastiao and Peggy Delaney are working with the 
Celtics.  
 
In Math, the Crimson students have been working on calculation and fluency skills, 
base ten, place value, and money skills. In English Language Arts the students are 
working on Folktales, reading comprehension, phonics, decoding, sentence structure, 
fluency, and glossary skills. In Science, the students are working on decomposers, 
observing worms and how they interact with their environment, and they set up an 
individual compost bin in a large classroom bucket. The material from the bin will be 
used when they plant seeds in the Spring. Our inclusion students are working with 
Miss Ritter on an exciting unit of cells. In Social Studies, the Bruins and Celtics are 
learning about their community while the Patriots and Red Sox are investigating 
primary and secondary sources and soon will be digging up the past; as they study 
Archaeology.  
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The eighth grade teachers are excited to start the school year with our new students. 
We’ve had a great start so far as the students have easily adapted to the routines and 
expectations. We look forward to working together with our students on this important 
and challenging work. 
 
8th Grade Language Arts 
Mrs. Gonzalez and Mrs. Sullivan’s students have almost finished their first unit of the year. 
Students have read several short stories, analyzing characters, theme, and story structure, 
in addition to author’s writing style.  After discussing some of the techniques used by the 
different authors, students will take on the role of writer and create a new ending to one 
of the stories. We’re looking forward to reading their finished pieces.  
 
8th Grade Math 
8th grade Integrated Algebra consists of seven units, or modules, that students will 
complete over the course of the year.  These modules are: 
 
Integer Exponents and Scientific Notation, Concept of Congruence, Similarity, Linear 
Equations, Examples of Functions from Geometry, Linear Functions, Introduction to 
Irrational Numbers Using Geometry 
 
Students in Integrated Algebra are currently completing the 1st module.  They have 
developed skills in application of the laws of exponents and in writing and performing 
math operations with values written in scientific notation.  Students regularly engage in 
academic conversations with their peers, in which they are challenged to apply relevant 
vocabulary and to express their ideas in clear and concise ways.  Students are also 
working in collaborative group challenges that allow them to problem-solve and to 
represent their reasoning in multiple ways. 
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Algebra 
This year's 8th Grade Algebra I course is directly based on the Common Core State 
Standards accelerated pathway for students taking Algebra I in the 8th grade.   This 
curriculum is rigorous and requires that some content gaps - between 7th and 8th grade - 
will need to be addressed in addition to the Algebra I content.  Students began the year 
with a unit on graphing functions (linear, exponential, and piecewise).  We are now 
exploring polynomials:  classification of polynomials, operations with polynomials, 
simplifying polynomials.  Some work is also being done in relationship to application of 
the exponent laws (an 8th grade standard).  Students will need to understand that 
consistent, effective effort and stamina will be required to move successfully toward the 
finish line of this marathon course.  
 
8th Grade Science 
Students in Ms. Cezar and Ms. Gallagher’s Science classes are practicing how to write a 
lab report as well as how to represent collected data on a graph. They worked diligently 
on the making of a Peanut Butter Sandwich and they were asked to write a full lab report 
on the experience. 
We will be starting the metric system measurement unit next week. 
Do you know how many drops of fresh water a penny can hold? How about soapy water? 
Do you think we will get different results? We will find out soon. 
 
8th Grade Social Studies 
Ms. Virdinlia’s social studies classes have started the year building important 
foundational skills that will help them through the year as they tackle understanding the 
creation of a new nation and the development and functions of a democratic 
government.   
Students in Mr. Zieky's class are studying identity in America as a jumping off point for 
their discussion of US history and civics. Students have explored various questions 
including, "what does an American look like?" and "how do our names relate to our 
identities". Following this mini unit students will begin to look at the origins of the 
Revolutionary War. 
Both Mr. Zieky and Ms. Virdinlia’s classes spent some time learning about the events of 
September 11, 2001, where the students engaged in a thoughtful and reflective silent 
conversation activity.   
We hope that our students build their historical reading, writing, and critical thinking 
skills as they navigate the U.S. History curriculum and discuss current events through the 
year. 
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Welcome back! We are looking forward to working with you and your students this year! 
 
Members of the student support team: 
Ms. Harrington: School Counselor for 6th grade A-H, all of 7th grade, Low Incidence 
Students and Portuguese speaking students (Ms. Harrington will be on maternity leave 
from Oct-April. Her substitute will be Ms. Lowell) 
Ms. Rivera: School Counselor for 6th grade I-Z, all of 8th grade and Spanish speaking 
students 
Ms. Belanger: School Counselor Intern 
Ms. Chamberlain: School Social Worker and works with our Portuguese speaking students 
Mr. Nicoloro: School Psychologist and works with the Crimson team 
Ms. Manzella: School Nurse 
Mr. Keenan: Student Success Coach 
Mrs. Ordovas: Guidance Secretary 
  
In the first few weeks of school the Student Support Team did presentations for all 6th 
graders to introduce ourselves, teach students how to make appointments with us and 
how to have a successful school year. October will be college awareness month and the 
student support team is planning fun activities for all students.  
  
The student support team has been working with the Doc Wayne program to start our 
second year of the program at Fuller. A select group of students will participate once a 
week and will be learning positive skills to help them be successful middle school 
students.  
  
Please make sure  
that you review the  
district policy on  
attendance. The  
student support team, 
our attendance  
secretary and  
administration meet  
regularly to review  
every student’s  
attendance. You may  
receive a phone call  
from us if your child  
has exceeded the  
number of absences  
they are allowed in a school year. It is important that your child be at school so that they 
can have a successful year.  
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TANGERINE TEAM 

The 7th grade Tangerine team is excited for the 2017-2018 school year. We have hit the 
ground running learning amazing new things in all of our classes, and can’t wait for 
what is coming for the rest of the school year. In math class students are learning 
about the Rational Numbers. We started by laying the ground work for understanding 
where rational numbers came from, and how all numbers are related to each other. 
We then began to look at the process of combining rational numbers and how they 
apply to real-world scenarios. Why do we need negative numbers, not just positives? 
We’re excited to move on to preforming the other operations with our rational 
numbers, like multiplying and dividing! 
Tangerine and C Block Platinum ELA students are deep into their first unit of The 
Outsiders. Using this text, students are exploring themes of identity, belonging, and 
relationships. Students are developing the skills of integrating evidence into organized 
writing pieces and tracking and analyzing character development. Eventually each 
student will complete the unit by comparing their own identity to a chosen character 
from The Outsiders. Overall, 7th Grade English Language Arts is off to a great start! 
The Tangerine Team science classes have been studying the "Nature of Science". The 
lessons allowed the students to discover that science is everywhere.  Students were 
encouraged to apply their scientific skills and to think creatively in their everyday 
lives. They also learned how scientists make observations and inferences through a fun 
interactive project using checks to create a detailed scenario about the family who 
wrote the checks.  During the project the students discussed ideas by making 
observations and inferences; formulated a hypothesis by interpreting the data (checks) 
while evaluating the hypothesis and reviewing it with their peers. We ended this unit 
with an “Egg Drop Challenge” to develop the eight, 21st Century Science Practices.  The 
students did eggcellent work! At this time we are beginning to learn about the 
cell.  The smallest unit that is capable of performing life functions. 
In Ms. Zechello’s Social Studies class, we are off to a great start to the 2017-2018 
school year!  Students have been learning the basics of archeology and the variety of 
dating methods that are used to determine the age of ancient artifacts! Students have 
also learned the differences between primary and secondary sources, and how they 
are useful in determining credibility of resources when investigating ancient 
civilizations.  With these fundamental skills, they will be well prepared to learn about 
the ancient civilizations that have paved the way for modern day culture!  Our next 
steps will discuss what a timeline is, how it works, and how to date events, which will 
allow us to plot our first major event: early humans! 
In Ms. Pomeroy’s Social Studies class, we have spent the past few weeks setting up the 
groundwork for a great year ahead in world history. Some of the concepts we have 
covered in class are archaeology, artifacts, and sources. As part of this, students have 
been studying important vocabulary that will be used for the rest of the year. We are 
currently working on a timeline project in class that combines some of the skills we 
have learned so far and introduces the use of research and writing bibliographies. We 
will soon be jumping into our unit on early humans and civilizations. 
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LIBRARY MEDIA 

It has been a busy start to the year in 
the library media center. In mid-
September, we hosted our annual 
Scholastic Book Fair. We sold nearly 
$3000 worth of materials. Scholastic 
gives up to 50% of the proceeds 
back to the school to help support 
our growing library collection. 
 
The beginning of the year brings 
library orientation. Sixth graders are 
being introduced to our library 
media center and are quickly taking 
advantage of our collection 
(especially the graphic novels). To 
date, circulation has increased by 
over 260% from the same period last 
year. 
 
Soon classes will be meeting in the 
library so that we can begin research 
projects. In addition to our books, 
we offer several databases that can 
be used for research.  The 
Framingham Public Library also has 
databases that can be used for 
research.  If you don’t have a 
Framingham Public Library card, take 
a few moments to stop by the FPL 
and pick  one up. It can be useful at 
school as well as home. 
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