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I trust that you are well and enjoying the New Year. I would like to take this
opportunity to officially welcome you back and wish all of you much peace,
happiness and health in this New Year. I am looking forward to a great year for all
the staff, students and families of Fuller.
It has been nearly a month since we returned to school and students and the
staff has been very busy in teaching, learning, and participating in state and
district assessments. Our English Learners have been taking the ACCESS
assessment which measures their level of English development in reading,
writing, speaking and listening. All students participated in the i-Ready
assessment at the beginning of the month, and I am very happy to report to you
that as a school the students’ academic growth is tremendous. Families who
would like to find out more about their child’s growth may call their guidance
counselors to get this information.
As we approach the end of the month, I am looking forward to our annual
Multicultural Festival on the 30th of the month. This is a well-attended event
that provides our students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of
new countries and cultures. I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday to view
the students’ exhibits, taste the food and enjoy the various types of music.
Though it may still seem to be very early in the school year, in two to three
weeks, the 8th graders will bring home the course selection sheets to be
reviewed and approved by you. Should you have any questions regarding the
forms or choices made by the teachers, please do not hesitate to contact the
teachers or your child’s counselors.
I look forward to seeing you on Wednesday for the Multicultural Festival ,and as
always I thank you for your continued support and collaboration.
Jose P. Duarte, Principal
Fuller Middle School
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FALCON ACHIEVEMENTS

FALCONS OF THE MONTH
January
Bravery, Leadership, Courage, Fairness, Moral Conscience
Gold:

Danixa Vargas Canales
Orlin Argveta-DelCiel
Lala Soares
Kamylle Pires

Crimson:

Xavier Flores

Tangerine:

Oriana Hafele
Katherine Chauca

Platinum:

Megan Bronzetti

Lime:

Anthony DeMarco

Opal:

Owen Turner
Anthony Covino

Blue:

Logan Convery

Green:

Iris Rosas-Ocha

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS

2

6TH GRADE
Happy New Year. We wish all of our families a great 2019!
Opal team would also like to welcome our newest addition, Emmit McNamee. We send a big
congratulations to Mrs. Mac and her husband, Ben. Mrs. Gaglione will be joining the Opal team in
Mrs. Mac’s absence.
As 6th grade educators who enjoy working with this age group, we understand the importance of
consistency and routines during this time of the year. We expect our students to be prepared for
class. They should come to class with pencils, their binders/folders, and a readiness to learn. Our
hope is they gain a better understanding of the importance of these expectations. This will lead to
success in the classroom. Therefore, we will continue to develop special opportunities to recognize
and promote positive behaviors, whether class-based, as individual teams, or as a sixth-grade team.
We remind our students, “There is not an elevator to success. You have to take the stairs.” As their
teachers, it is our job to make sure they are putting one foot in front of the other as they go up
those stairs.
Our students are approaching the middle of the second trimester. Recently students complete dtheir
second round of iReady testing. Students made a lot of progress. The opal team made 61% growth
in math and 38% growth in ELA. The lime team made 133% ELA growth and 73% math growth.
Congratulations to all the students whose hard work resulted in this growth.
The students have been busy in all of their content areas. In English language arts students are
finishing a unit on The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisneros. The students are exploring how
the use of point of view and perspective change the readers’ understanding of the story. Students
are also practicing their on-demand writing skills by reading two texts and writing an essay on the
similarities and differences between them.
In science class, students have just completed the human body systems unit with a project that will
be displayed at the end of the year STEAM night. Students made 3-D models of the human body
systems and explained how the seven body systems interact with each other. We are moving on to
geologic time scale and fossils.
In math class, students are learning about positive and negative integers. They practice using
positive and negative integers in real world situations. The students learned new vocabulary to help
them decide whether a situation is negative or positive. Some of the vocabulary that students will
use includes: debit ,credit, profit ,deposit, above sea level, and below sea level. This unit allows
students to acquire commonly used life skills that will benefit them inside and outside the
classroom.
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7th GRADE TEAMS
In social studies our Mesopotamia unit ended. Students learned how the very first civilization was
created and how it maintained itself in order to lead the way for future civilizations. Students
learned of the multiple problems Mesopotamians faced: food shortages, flooding, irrigation
maintenance, and fighting behind villages. They learned how the citizens solved these problems.
Students discovered the political, military, economic, and cultural achievements of the four
empires of Mesopotamia. At the end of the unit, Mrs. Haranas’s students analyzed the five
characteristics of civilization to determine if Mesopotamia meets the criteria, and the verdict is in...
Yes! Mesopotamia is considered to be one of the major ancient civilizations. Ms. Pomeroy’s
students completed projects on the four empires of Mesopotamia. We are starting our unit on
ancient Egypt, learning all about mummies, pharaohs, the pyramids, and much more. This should
be an exciting unit for students as they explore the Nile River and the many famous monuments,
people, and places of ancient Egypt.
The Tangerine science students are investigating national parks based on six topics (erosion,
weathering, tectonic forces, deposition, water cycle, and human impact). Mr Kline, the media
specialist, spent three days explaining how to use NoodleTools, an online research tool which
organizes all elements of the research process. The students are using a choice board to decide
how to present their research. They can create a brochure, slide show or tri -fold. We will show
our products during our second STEAM celebration at the end of the year. The Platinum students
are currently ending our unit on ecosystems. We end the unit by exploring animal behaviors,
animal and plant reproduction, and how factors in nature contribute to carrying capacity and what
the limiting factors are. We are currently dissecting informational science text from both our new
text book and Newsela articles by highlighting key terms and answering questions with a focus on
DOK (Depth of Knowledge) terms that introduce challenging questions. We will also complete a
compare and contrast four paragraph essay about animal reproduction. A final test is scheduled for
next week on ecosystems. Students have been advised as to what to study for this test.
Explanations have also been given and modeled on how to study for tests. Notebook checks will
also be conducted on the day of the test to assess how well students are keeping up with their
notes and their organizational skills.
After ecosystems, our next unit will focus on the science of physics. We will explore the principals
and conduct various experiments. We will also continue to dissect informational science text and
compose science writing focusing on comparing and contrasting various physics terms.
In seventh grade math, students have finished the unit on ratios and proportions and started the
unit on percents. Choice Board Fridays will also be introduced to Tangerine students during this
unit in order to give students additional practice of their newly acquired math skills.

In ELA, we have jumped into our new class novel, The Bitter Side of Sweet by Tara Sullivan. As an
assignments, students are analyzing how Sullivan makes the reader care about the issue of child
slavery, and are writing their own stories based on a world issue that they care about. Students are
doing amazing work analyzing what makes Sullivan a strong author, and are showing incredible
creativity in creating their own characters and conflicts. We can't wait to share our stories with
you!
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8TH GRADE TEAMS
Happy New Year! We hope our students and families enjoyed restful time with each other and
friends throughout the holiday season. We have had a nice transition back to school and are
eager to move forward through the new year with more great teaching and learning.
First, the Ocean Team (along with the Gold and Crimson 8th graders) spent an exciting day at
Boston’s Museum of Science on Friday, January 18. Students explored the museum’s main exhibit
halls where they engaged with each other and delved into science and math activities
firsthand. Some favorites of the day were “Science in the Park,” “Investigate,” “Energized,”
“Seeing is Deceiving,” and “Hall of Human Life.” In addition, we attended the Extreme Weather
IMAX movie at the Mugar Omni Theater. This gave students a firsthand view of the men and
women on the forefront of climate research and the everyday heroes who put their lives on the
line to help us understand and adapt to our ever-changing weather. These special activities and
presentations are directly related to the science curriculum. Beyond the fun day of exploration
and learning, students will revisit these topics in class and on the upcoming MCAS tests.
From the classroom side of 8th grade, integrated algebra students have completed a robust unit
that focused on variable equations and systems of equations. Students learned to solve a system
of simultaneous equations by noticing the system's structure and making a decision about the
most effective, efficient strategy: graph the system, substitution of value for a variable, or
eliminate one variable from the system through addition or subtraction of equations. Students are
now understanding the concept of function when a relationship between variables shows that
each input value (domain) has one, and only one, output value (range).
Additionally, students in the algebra classes have completed the first module of the Algebra I
curriculum, a comprehensive look at relationships between quantities and reasoning with
equations and their graphs. This includesunderstanding and translating between the various
forms of linear equations, as well as determining how many solutions an equation (or system of
equations) has. Students also learned the terminology specific to polynomials and developed an
understanding that polynomials form a systems that is analogous to integers. Algebra I students
will begin a statistics module in which they explore data variability and distributions, bivariate
data, and the foundations for working with sampling and inference.
Finally, the Ocean ELA classes are perfecting note-taking skills which will benefit them in all of
their classes. Additionally, students are practicing annotation skills in both ELA and social studies,
while they work with multiple genres and primary sources respectively. These essential skills are
needed in high school and beyond to help make sense of more difficult texts. Lastly, in both
subjects, the students are examining one topic through many forms of media. While reading
Night, ELA classes are using photographs for deeper understanding of the text and working on
their research papers in conjunction with it. Social studies classes are investigating the Boston
Incident (aka The Boston Massacre). They are either scrutinizing witness testimony, inspecting
primary and secondary sources, and viewing the film adaptation of the trial from the John Adams
miniseries, or they are engaged in town hall debates using primary and secondary sources and
viewing comparative excerpts from the John Adams miniseries.
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CRIMSON TEAM
As we welcome in the new year Crimson students are off and running. They came back well rested and
ready to learn and engage in rigorous work while still honing their skills with academic discourse.
The past few weeks students have had daunting days of i-Ready assessments and some having ACCESS
testing as well. They persevered and stood up to the challenge. Many Crimson students showed great
progress in their i-Ready scores from the fall in both reading and math. They were task persistent even
when the going got tough.
In math, students have begun a unit on measurement. They are learning the importance of various
measurements and how to apply them in their everyday life. Students are calculating area and
perimeter, measuring in length, width, and height, measuring weight, temperature, and volume. We
also continue to sharpen academic fluency and calculation skills by doing minute math worksheets once
a week.
In Social Studies, students are learning about the legacy of Martin Luther King. We will analyze his
famous “I Have a Dream” speech and have academic conversations about civil rights. After that, we are
returning to the colonies to learn about how people traveled in colonial times.
Students in the Revolution team have been preparing presentations for their social studies projects
about countries in Europe and are learning a lot about these countries, their population, economy, their
food and what they look like. In Reading we have been discussing environmental problems caused by
plastic and things we can do to help!
In ELA, students are working on a variety of topics and concepts. These topics are in alignment with
students’ groupings are reading levels. Students are working on reading and annotating nonfiction
(novel), identifying the main idea, writing a paragraph response to a reading, and identifying and writing
in complete sentences. Students also continue to work on their portfolios for the MCAS Alts and are
finalizing their assignments and have shown huge improvements in their skills.
Attention 8th graders! If you are interested in going to Keefe Tech, applications are due as soon as
possible! If you need another one, please see Ms. Ordovas in guidance.
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GOLD TEAM
Mrs. Machado’s Class ESLLA1: Students in this group are learning about job and careers. They are
practicing asking questions in order to find a job and identify careers that are available for students
after graduating high school. They are also describing the responsibilities of the job. .
Mrs. Machado’s Class ESLSS1 Students are learning about world challenges and access to clean
water. They are investigating what changes in our lives cam benefit Earth. Students are also
learning how do we depend on Earth’s resources and how is Earth changing over time. .
Ms. Aguiar’s Science Class - In grade 6, students are working on the body systems and making a
3D project. In grade 7, students are studying forms of energy, and building prototypes. The grade
8 students are working on the fundamentals of chemistry and are very enthusiastic in learning
about it.
Ms. Varga’s ESL SS Class- In grade 6 and 7, students are studying the regions of the United States.
They are using measurements to create landforms to scale from different states. In addition, they
are comparing different states’ climates and culture.

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM
January Character Trait of the Month:
Being An Upstander ~ Bravery, Leadership, Courage, Fairness, Moral Conscience
Students focused on what it means to be an UPSTANDER during Fuller Falcon Time, learning how to
stand up for their classmates and how to be a leader.
Fuller’s PRIDE group has started meeting again and is off to a great start! Our PRIDE group is a safe
place for students to meet, support each other, and talk about issues related to sexual orientation
and gender identity and expression. The function of the PRIDE group is for students to meet and
connect with other students. We work to create safe spaces and talk about the various issues they
face in school or their broader community. Students will take a leadership role to improve school
climate that raise awareness.
In February, 8TH grade students will be bringing home course selections for Framingham High
School. During the month their teachers will be making high school course recommendations for
students. Students will be given the recommendations at the end of the month to look over with
their families. They will be due back to Fuller on March 8th. The Fuller Student Support Team will
be going into 8th grade classes during the month to talk with students about FHS and the transition
to high school.
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UNIFIED ARTS
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Fullerlibrary.com

VIRTUAL TO REALITY
Ms. Varga’s ESL class took a virtual trip to a variety of
National Parks. They simply slipped on their Google
Cardboard goggles and found themselves there. They
interpreted those visual experiences and designed
miniature versions of the landforms. Ms. Feynman and I
provided support for the lesson.

UPDATE
My total is 12.
The next
monthly prize
drawing is Jan.
31.

Solo by Kwame Alexander with
Mary Reed Hess
Alexander’s novel in verse, takes
the reader inside the family of a
former rock star. The story
centers on Blade, the son who
carries the burden of his father’s
fame and excesses. This coming
of age story addresses the reality
behind the rich and famous and
what it means to be a family.

Mr. Kline Recommends
Bestselling and award winning author Kwame Alexander will
be part of a virtual author presentation on Read to America
day in March. The event will be streamed in the library.
Hopefully, students and classes will have the opportunity to
participate. We continue to try to have our students exposed
to a variety of authors and learn about their experiences.
Alexander’s presentation follows our in person presentation
by Matt de la Pena and a virtual visit from Jaqueline
Woodson. All three of these authors are included in Flying
Lessons, last year’s summer reading.

31 FLAGG DRIVE
FRAMINGHAM, MA 01462
508-620-4956

@Fuller_Falcons
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