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Dear students and families: 
 
School is out, congratulations everyone on another successful year!!!  Though it 
seems that it was just yesterday that the school year started we have concluded 
another school year filled with challenges and many successes.  This year we 
welcomed the one of the biggest 6th grade classes in recent memory and we 
experienced the largest expansion in the number of students that we have ever seen 
and we closed the school year with 565 students in our rolls.  While the larger 
numbers made scheduling more difficult for certain classes and we had to hire 
additional staff we are very pleased to see our school grow.  Fuller is now a choice 
destination for many of the students that have a choice.  This speaks well of the work 
our teachers are doing.  Academically, we focused on increasing the rigor of our 
classes while making sure that every student achieved at their highest potential.  
Throughout the year all teachers received professional development to implement 
restorative practices which helped us create a culture in our school where every 
student had a voice and felt connected to their peers and at least one staff member.  
The number of students in our extra-curricular activities such as Jazz Band, Show 
Choir, Drama Club, etc increased significantly and they were recognized for their 
excellence at various competitions. The after school programs were combined into a 
single and more effective program with higher enrolment and more and varied 
choices of courses for students. 
  
As we move ahead, I am looking forward to receiving the new 6th grade class, the 
implementation of additional strategies that will enhance the academic progress of all 
our students, building a learning environment that is sensitive to the learning style of 
all students and to be able to provide our students with opportunities to participate 
in sports programs in town representing our school.  In addition, I ask for your help 
getting our building project approved in the general election.  Should you need any 
information regarding the project please do not hesitate to get in touch with me. 
I warmly welcome the new 6th grade class and look forward to getting to know each 
and every student and their families.  Please know that we stand ready and able to 
work with you to make your child’s middle school experience very successful.  Lastly, I 
want to congratulate and thank all the families of 8th grade students for their 
successful completion of middle school and for allowing us to serve them.  I wish you 
success in High School and hope that you’ll come by to visit us. 
  
José P. Duarte 
Principal 
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Dear 6th grade students,  
 
Congratulations Opal and Lime students you are off to a new wing of the building! The 2017-
2018 school year has finally come to an end. This year both students and staff grew stronger 
by showing their determination and perseverance when met with new challenges throughout 
our time together. The bar was set higher this year, with the adoption of the new Next 
Generation Science Standards, but these students didn’t back down instead let their curiosity 
guide them through a year of topics including Life, Earth, and Physical Science fields. They 
were also tasked with many new STEAM projects including participation in a Model U.N. 
debate, Solar Food Truck Project, and even designing an app in math class. By collaborating 
with teachers from different subjects it appears that a STEAM culture to education is really 
starting to blossom in the 6th grade.  
 
Our students also just received some cool new Fuller Falcon string backpacks filled with 
information about summer reading. The bag included the text which  they will be expected to 
read before coming back as a 7th grader. It’s great to see the pride our students have here at 
Fuller, as many of them have yet to take these bags off their shoulders. The 6th graders also 
experienced the process of their first research project. They researched a Civil Rights Activist, 
learned how to create sources and make notecards using Noodletools, mastered the Library 
Database System and wrote a comprehensive research essay. This writing assignment was 
quite an undertaking and the 6th graders persevered through and completed every step of the 
process!  
 
The 6th grade students will be missed and I think it is safe to stay they are ready for the 
challenges that await them in the 7th grade. We hope you made some new friends this year 
and these friendships will last as you continue as a Falcon. Finally, we hope you enjoy your 
summer and take some time to read, relax and enjoy some downtime with your family and 
friends.  
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The Platinum Team has made some monumental accomplishments this school year! This year’s 
Platinum Team teachers and students were able to incorporate technology in their teaching and 
learning throughout many different content areas after every student was assigned a chromebookto  use during 
the school day. This one-to-one technology not only enhanced the learning experiences of our students and 
allowed them to make real-world connections in each content area, but it was also a great opportunity for the 
students to gain a sense of ownership and responsibility for a valuable piece of equipment. 
 
When students were asked about their academic and personal achievements this past year, some of their 
responses were: 
• Getting honor roll 
• Participating more in classes this year 
• Increasing/meeting MAP score goals 
• Making the football team 
• Getting back on the basketball court after an injury 
• Playing a song successfully in a violin recital after making a mistake in the previous recital 
• Winning the gold metal for Show Choir performance 
• Receiving an acting award for the spring play 
Platinum students were involved in many other accomplishments and initiatives around the 
school. The majority of Platinum students increased their MAP scores in math, reading, and 
science from Fall testing to Spring testing. All students were involved in meditative and 
restorative practices in various settings around the school. Students learned how to write a four 
paragraph compare and contrast essay in Science class. They also demonstrated their creativity 
by writing their own mythology story in English/Language Arts. 
 
It was a very productive year, and we are excited to see what their next accomplishments will be as eighth graders. 
It was a pleasure to have each and every students in our classes, and to get to know all of the Platinum Team 
families. Have a great summer! 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________  
The Tangerine Team is sad to see the 2017-2018 school year come to a close. We have had an amazing time 
learning and growing as a community of students and teachers. Students are rounding out the year with exciting 
projects and topics. In Math class students are ending the year learning about probability and statistics. These two 
topics allow for a lot of experiments and fun activities to help show students the nature of probability and 
statistics. In Science students have participated in two interdisciplinary projects, “BEEfuddled:  Pollinator 
Problems” for ecology and “Fling Kings and Things” for motion, energy and forces.  These projects included 
science, mathematics, civics and arts.  Each project contained a real-world application. In Language Arts, students 
are closing out the year by studying “The Hero’s Journey” while reading the novel Percy Jackson: The Lightning 
Thief. Prior to reading each chapter, students prepare by becoming familiar with upcoming allusions to various 
mythological characters. In addition, it was amazing to see so many of our students improve their MAP Reading 
score. In Social Studies students have spent the year learning about the start of civilizations, the rise of powers like 
Greece and Rome, and the foundations of Democracy. 
 
As we end the school year we also would like to reflect on all of the amazing events and moments that we have 
had as a team. We will never forget reading The Outsiders and ending the book with a Greasers and Soc’s part and 
viewing of the movie. We will fondly remember our Field Trip to the Lowell Mills to get a glimpse of what it was 
like to be a mill worker. We will also remember getting to celebrate the hard work we put into the 7th grade 
school year with our Field Day at Bowditch Field.  
 
We are looking forward to see what 8th grade has in store for our Tangerine team. We hope everyone has a great 
and safe summer - we look forward to the next time we see each other again. 
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As we finish the year we wish to recognize some of Blue Team’s many accomplishments. This year in addition to 
academics, we have been working with the students on skills that will prepare them to be successful in high 
school and beyond.  Our students have worked throughout the year on being reflective about their own learning, 
and themselves. They have engaged in collaborative discussion circles, through which each student was able to 
share their ideas, be heard by the group, and respond to others as well.  They learned to be more effective 
communicators and listeners, and appreciate opinions different from their own. In addition to helping students 
become more comfortable expressing themselves in small group discussions, we have helped push the students 
to speak up more in class, by initiating a team-wide strategy of posting academic sentence starters on each desk 
on the team. This gave all students no matter their language or confidence level a way to ask for clarification 
when they might not otherwise know how to ask for help. 
 
We have also been sensitive to students that may need a little more of a personal approach. Through our 
relationship building skills, we have made efforts towards becoming a trauma sensitive academic team; by 
developing close one-to-one relationships that center around personal and behavioral problem-solving skills 
through student mentoring, weekly lunch-bunch groups, and frequent teacher check-ins, many student have 
made improvements in their academics.  In addition, we have applied some mindfulness and relaxation 
techniques to the beginning of our classes; our students valued this time as a way to settle and ground 
themselves before moving on to the rigor of the curriculum. 
 
Lastly, the culminating activity of this year’s work with the eighth graders was the annual essay contest. Over the 
course of three hours students crafted a personal response to the Eleanor Roosevelt quote, “You must do the 
thing you think you cannot do.” They dug deep and wrote about truly personal experiences that embodied this 
idea, not only to be read by a team of teachers for scoring purposes, but then with the ultimate goal of reading 
their essay aloud in front of an audience. After several rounds of judging, a group of eight finalists presented their 
essays in front of the entire eighth grade, as well as invited guests from the community. The quality of these 
presentations was remarkable. The finalists spoke from the heart, with confidence and a level of maturity beyond 
their years. We are thrilled to see our students take the skills they have gained throughout their middle school 
career and use them to find their voices. They are truly ready to go out and take on the world. 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Time flies when you’re having fun!  It amazes me that it is already June and summer time is here.  To see a group 
of eighth graders do their job and learn everyday was extremely satisfying.  The Green team students have had 
many ups and downs this year losing two teachers in November but gaining two incredible educators in 
return.  They all had to make adjustments to welcome these new teachers. Mr. Volpe had a great year after 
taking over for their beloved Ms. Gonzalez who moved on to another school.  At first it seemed the students were 
upset over losing their teacher, but by the end they all came to embrace Mr. Volpe! Our students also really 
benefited from the help of inclusion specialist Ms. Doyle.  She assisted all students understand strategies taught 
in class and helped students make growth in both ELA and Math.  
 
As for the rest of us, Ms Gallagher, Mr Zieky, and myself, we made sure to work hard and finish the middle school 
preparation for high school.  We challenged students everyday with our rigorous curriculum and collaborative 
tasks to ensure our kids that they are going to succeed next year.  We saw a lot of growth through MAP testing 
from Fall to Winter to Spring as well as MCAS and ACCESS testing. They have gone from incoming 8th graders 
who were still running up and down the halls to gaining that maturity to be high schoolers.  Once again, these 
guys are going from big fish in a little pond to the small fish in the big pond. Whether these students are headed 
to Framingham High, Keefe Tech, or any other destination, I have confidence in saying they will find success. 
College is soon to follow! 
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As we close out the 2017/18 school year the Crimson Team would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all the parents for their unwavering support and dedication to their son or daughter and 
their commitment to their education and future endeavors.  We would also like to thank 
administration, service providers, guidance, unified arts teachers, as well as world cultureS 
teachers for their passion and commitment to all Crimson students. Let us not forget the unsung 
heroes of the Crimson team. Without the patience, intuition, and support of our 
paraprofessionals and their commitment to the well-being of all of our students, we would not 
have the success stories that we do.  We would like to recognize Ms. D, Mrs. Gagen, Ms Ana, Ms. 
Josie, Ms. Margaux, Miss Sue, Ms. Peggy, Mrs. Flatin, Mrs. Machado, Ms. G, and Mr. Joe. 
 
Crimson students had a year filled with fun and rigorous academics.  They learned about 
butterflies and raised them through the metamorphosis from egg to larva to pupa (Chrysalis) to 
an adult butterfly.  They built catapults and enjoyed measuring how far they could project items; 
they learned about the flow of electricity and were exceptionally happy when they had the 
opportunity to shock Mrs. Coonan over and over again.  
 
They endured MCAS testing, MCAS Alternate Assessments, and MAP testing three times this 
year, and came through it relatively unscathed.  They collected data on what countries staff 
members were born in, what languages they speak, and where they have travelled to outside of 
the United States and after analyzing the data, they created circle graphs. 
 
We also bid our 8th graders goodbye and wish them all our best as they move on to Framingham 
High School or Keefe Tech.  Good luck and may all your dreams come true.  
 
Most Respectfully, 
Cara Cercone 
Amanda Schack 
Lotoya Robinson 
Donna Coonan 
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Gold Team finished the year with a a lot of engaging activities.  
The ESL level 2s and 3s Social Studies students had the opportunity to visit Plimoth Plantation in 
Plymouth, MA. In mid-May some 60 + students took the 1.5 hour bus ride from Framingham to 
discover how life was for the first English settlement and immigrants in MA and their Native 
American neighbors. Students toured the 1627 Colonial Village to ask how daily life was for 
some of those first immigrants to the New World. They also had the opportunity to talk to Native 
Americans from tribes like the Wampanoags and the Algonquins who shared their traditions, 
heritage, and cultures. Our newest arriving immigrants now have a better understanding of the 
history of America and the role of immigrants in making this country great. 
 
Our TBE Spanish and Portuguese students (about 100 students) also had the opportunity to visit 
the Christa McAuliffe Challenger Learning Center where students became scientists and mission 
specialists working as teammates to analyze climate, observe geological samples, and perform 
experiments. The Mars Mission and the Planetarium experience gave students a look into the 
science fields and a chance to practice their English doing hands STEM activities that they will 
continue to engage in at Fuller. 
 
As we finish the year our bilingual students who have been here since before February received 
the results from the state-mandated ACCESS assessments which all ELs take in January/February 
each year. ACCESS assesses all students level of proficiency in the four language domains: 
Reading, Listening, Writing, and Speaking. Students and teachers can now use this data to find 
strengths and struggles in students’ progress and create more challenging activities and 
resources to better serve our students.    
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The Student Support Team will not be in during the summer 
so if you have any questions please call the Fuller main office 
number (508-620-4956) or you can reach out to one of our 
administrators. We look forward to seeing you all for the 
2018-2019 school year! Have a great summer! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dNbzYqcpcl9Oq5-n5yD-LpZFYXLK-zMB/view
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UNIFIED ARTS 
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The Unified Arts and World Language teams had a busy year! World Language took students to 
the Museum of Fine Arts, had students create many fun projects in their classrooms, and also 
had many students participate in the Seal of Biliteracy. 
 
The music department had many great moments. Several great concerts and medals were given 
to our amazing students. Our show choir performed at McCarthy, the Providence Bruins, and 
several other events including the 8th grade ceremony this week. 
Drama students performed Seussical jr. and wow did they practice a lot! They also went on to 
compete at festival and also medaled! 
 
Art students were very busy and put many pieces on display, including at the district art show. 
Our 8th grade Tech Ed students built many things for use in our school, including a chromebook 
cart for students to store their computers during physical education class. 
The physical education and health staff would like to encourage all students to head outdoors 
this summer and get some exercise! We also encourage students and families to exercise and eat 
healthy together, and remember to wear sunscreen! 
 
Thank you for all of your continued support of our classes and we congratulate our 8th graders 
that are moving on and look forward to another successful year with all students who return. 
On a similar note, as the weather has been steadily improving, if you find that you are cleaning 
out your basements or garages and you find that you have old cans of paint that you no longer 
use, please feel free to donate these to Fuller Tech Ed.  We usually paint our projects when 
complete, and our color options are limited to the paint colors we have.  We would appreciate 
any donations!  These can be dropped in the main office. 
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