
 

 
 

2017 SUMMER READING for students entering GRADE 9 
“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body” – Sir Richard Steele 

All students are required to read a minimum of two books; however, we strongly encourage students to read 
several books for fun and for mental exercise.  At least one of the books must be from the four choices listed 
below.  The second book can be from below, can be from the other books listed on the back, or can be a 
suitably challenging book not on the list.  At the beginning of the school year, students will be asked to write 
about the books they read over the summer.  Students should work on their note-taking skills to prepare for 
discussions and assessments. 
 
All students entering 9th grade must read at least one of the following four 
books: 
 
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon  
“Christopher Boone, a 15 year old boy with autism, takes it upon himself to figure out who killed his neighbor's 
dog, and ends up going on an adventure along the way. I would definitely recommend this book because the 
story is really interesting and I love the writing style.” 

- Eliza Menzel, Class of 2019 
 
March: Book One by John Lewis 
“March is the inspiring graphic novel co-authored and about Congressman and Civil Rights Leader John Lewis. 
The graphic novel tells of John Lewis’ upbringing, his role in the Civil Rights Movement, and his illustrious 
career as a United States Congressman still influencing the nation’s conversations today.” 

- Mrs. Wood, FHS English Teacher 
 

We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
“Cadence and ‘the Liars’ live on a private island off  Martha's Vineyard in the summer.  Everything seems 
perfect, but as she will find out, nothing good lasts forever. I loved this book because it really makes you think, 
and it has an extremely surprising plot twist at the end that I still think about to this day.” 

- Katie Ellsworth, Class of 2020 
 
The Young Elites by Marie Lu 
“When Adelina Amouteru, a marked survivor of the blood fever, discovers the extraordinary powers she has, 
her dark past convinces her to join a group of people like her, the Dagger Society, and punish all of those who 
have wronged them. This book is very exciting and full of twists, and I would recommend it for anyone who is 
looking for a dark yet thrilling fantasy.” 

- Jazlynn Leung, Class of 2020 
  



The following are other options for the second required book: 
 
 
American-Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
“American Born Chinese follows three main characters Jin, Danny, and The Monkey King, as they all try to fit 
in with their colleagues. Overall, the book is wacky, and the multiple plots play into the great message and 
theme.”  

- Matthew Lyons, Class of 2020 
 
Illuminae by Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff 
“Kady and Ezra are suddenly on the run when a shady corporation invades the mining planet they live on. Can 
they outrun the pursuing attack fleet, survive a malfunctioning spaceship A.I., and maybe even save their 
broken relationship in the process? Told through non-traditional storytelling methods like chat logs, emails, 
medical reports, and more, Illuminae is a fast-paced, and exciting sci-fi thriller that will leave you wanting 
more.”   

        - John Garrigan, Framingham Public Library Teen Librarian 
 

 
Labyrinth Lost by Zoraida Cordova 
“Alejandra discovers on her Deathday that she has inherited the family gift, or maybe the curse, of being a 
powerful bruja.  She must go on a quest and learn to wield, and accept, her power in order to save her family 
from the Underworld of Los Lagos.  This novel blends an original mythology with Latin American history to 
create an immersive fantasy world.” 

- Ms. Courchesne, FHS Librarian  
 
The Living by Matt De La Pena  
“You will not put this book down. The Living, as gripping as your favorite action movie, delivers on its 
promise. The main character, Shy, begins working on a luxury cruise ship certain that his new job will be 
smooth sailing. Soon enough, though, corporate conspiracy and natural disaster intervene to change his fate. Be 
sure to have the sequel, The Hunted, at the ready. When you hit the last page, you're going to want to keep on 
reading.” 

- Ms. Thompson, Cameron Middle School Librarian  
 
X: a novel by Ilyasah Shabazz 
“An excellent and quick read from the perspective of a young Malcolm X navigating through racism, drugs, 
peer pressure and society. It is not only an eye-opening story about racism in 1930s America, but also a 
touching coming of age story.” 

        - Cleopatra Mavhunga, Class of 2018 
 
What I Saw and How I Lied by Judy Blundell 
 “This novel is about a family with secrets kept from their daughter and her path of maturity as she reveals the 
hidden truths. I would recommend this because I like mysterious books that try to get you to guess what will 
happen next.”  

-Nicole Mascioli, Class of 2020 


