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RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Falcon of the Month 
This year teams nominate a Falcon of the month.  This student represents the falcon way by 
demonstrating respect, responsibility, and results here at Fuller.  Please help me congratulate the 
following students as being the October Falcons of the month. 

Opal: Kayla Torres Lime: Zuehailey Torres Tangerine: Vivian Fernando 

Platinum: Joaquin Erasquin Green: Lily Sullivan Blue: Megan DiPasquale 

Gold: Paola Tovas, Vitor Leal, 
Genova Ramirez 

Administration: Rodrigo 
Ramirez 

Foreign Language: Nathan  
Shishko, Makenzie jones, 
Priscillia Kunda 
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Dear families and students: 
 
Though it may seem that it was only yesterday that we started the new school year, we 
have reached the end of the first trimester.  As expected, it has been a trimester filled 
with some challenges and many successes for students and staff alike.  As our school 
continues to grow in size, the staff is hard at work to provide a more rigorous and 
nurturing environment for all our students as they work hard to achieve new levels of 
success.  I am very pleased to share with the community that the new initiatives that 
were launched this year, more rigorous lessons and restoratives practices, are yielding 
positive results as evidenced by improved academic performance by the students and a 
more positive climate in the school.  First trimester grades will be sent home with 
students on the 8th of December and also electronically through email.  I encourage you 
to review the report card with your child and set new goals for this trimester.  If needed, 
do not hesitate to call your child’s teachers, the Student Support Team or the 
Administrative Team for support and/or questions.  We are ready and looking forward to 
working with you to ensure that your child achieves at their highest level. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all families who supported the blood drive 
and those who have supported the Food Drive for the families in our school with greater 
needs.  If you have not yet had the opportunity to make a donation, I encourage you to 
do so if you are able.  Please consult the PTO newsletter to learn about the items 
needed.  Lastly, I would like to thank the parents for supporting our play this past 
weekend and to CONGRATULATE Mr. Kalivas and the entire cast and crew for an 
outstanding performance.  They made all of us very proud.  Well done! 
I thank you for your continued support and we wish you a happy holiday season. 
  
,José P. Duarte 
Principal 

Parents, in order to 
maintain safety, 
please drop off and 
pick up students on 
the side of the building 
and not in front. 



The Platinum and Tangerine teams have a couple of very exciting events coming up. 
On December 15th, students and teachers from both teams will travel to the Tsongas 
Industrial History Center to visit the mills and boarding houses of Lowell, 
Massachusetts - one of the settings of the novel, Lyddie. Groups of students will 
participate in various activities such as protesting for better working conditions, 
creating fabrics on an assembly line, and examining the engineering used to build a 
textile mill. We are hoping that this field trip will bring Lyddie, a piece of historical 
fiction, to life!  
  
 

7th GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Both teams have also been 
given the opportunity to go 
one-to-one with 
chromebooks. This means 
that each student will have 
direct access to a 
chromebook throughout 
the school day. Students 
will pick up their assigned 
chromebook in the 
morning and return it to 
their charging stations 
before dismissal. Teachers 
are currently receiving 
Professional Development 

to enhance the use of technology and learning in each classroom. Contracts will soon 
be sent home with students (some students may have already received them) that 
outline the expectations. As soon as all contracts are returned, we will be able to take 
advantage of this new learning experience. 
  
We were able to see some talented runners and show our team spirit this month 
when we celebrated the Thanksgiving holiday with the Turkey Trot and Pep Rally. 
Students who elected to participate ran a mile around the school building. The top 
three boys and girls for each grade level were awarded medals . We would like to give 
them another shout-out here: 1st place: Chris Gaglione and Selina Monestime, 2nd 
place: Billy Neiberger and Joanna Ball, 3rd place: Benett Gelardi and Vivian Fernando 
and Isabel Feudo. 
  
The holiday food drive continues. The seventh grade was assigned desserts such as 
Jello, muffin mixes, cornbread mix, pie fillings, cookie mixes, and canned fruits, but 
any and all donations are welcome! Please bring donations to your homerooms.  
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TURKEY TROT 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

   
The Turkey Trot is a one mile race around Fuller Middle School and Mass Bay 
College. Students took off running at the start and pushed themselves to finish this 
fun and exciting race. Although it was rainy and extremely wet for all of our 
runners, everyone  tried their best and had a great time! At the end of the race 
participants in the race received water and a snack donated by our Fuller families. 
Many of our Fuller staff members- Mrs. Gelardi, Mr. Mota, Ms. St Peter, 
Ms.Cercone and Mr. Duarte to name a few, ran the race with our students and 
helped encouraged them to keep running and make it to the finish line. 
   
Following the Turkey Trot, all students gathered in the gymnasium for an all school 
assembly. Winners of the Turkey Trot were announced and given medals. Also, 
there was a human bocce competition between staff members. 
 
It was a busy day at Fuller Middle School but one that both our students and staff 
enjoyed and shared many laughs together. 
   
 
 

On Wednesday, November 22, students 
at Fuller participated in the 11th 
running of the Turkey Trot!    
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CRIMSON TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Crimson Team has had a busy month with new and exciting events!  For Veteran’s 
Day we had two assemblies.  Service members shared with us about their 
assignments during deployment, and we even had the honor of a World War II 
veteran; his story was enlightening. Next, we dressed in authentic uniforms worn 
by military personnel and Mrs. Coonan’s daughter showed a PowerPoint 
presentation and video about her service in the United States Coast Guard. 
 
The  8th grade visited the vocational programs at  Keefe Technical High 
School.  They were able to see first hand the shops and school grounds.   The next 
process will be application and interviews. 
 
The delicious  Falcon Cafe was busy with parents and guests.  The students made 
lunch with a Southwestern Theme. The Turkey Trot was a huge success with many 
of our students stepping up for the challenge to run for a mile.  The weather did 
not cooperate but we had fun!  After the Turkey Trot we had a celebration in the 
gymnasium, and the administration announced that we won the food drive.  Thank 
you very much for your donations of cans and food items.  We will soon enjoy a 
team breakfast. 
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8TH GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

It’s finally December!  Where have the first three months gone?  As the saying 
goes, time flies when you’re having fun, and that’s what is happening here in 8th 
grade on the Blue and Green Teams along with much learning, of course. 
 
Most of our 8th graders are really settling in as 8th grade students and showing us 
that they are getting ready for high school.  If you’re not seeing it at home yet, 
that’s okay.  It is easier for us to see as we interact with the collective group on a 
daily basis.  This transition happens gradually, and for some it happens faster than 
others.  But please trust us; it does happen for all of them eventually.  Be patient! 
 
As teachers who enjoy working with this age group, we understand the 
importance of consistency, routines, and laughter.  We are putting much effort into 
bringing best practices into each team classroom for the benefit of the 
students.  In addition to our curriculum, we work on effective classroom 
management practices  that ensure safety and respect for all students.  Because 
we always want our students to perform at their highest levels,  we share ways to 
challenge their thinking and make that thinking visible in a variety of 
ways.  Furthermore, we continue to develop special opportunities to recognize and 
promote positive behaviors, whether class based, as teams, or as a full 
grade.  Using the school-wide PBIS ticket system, we create methods to celebrate 
the students in a meaningful, fun, and consistent way. 
 
Lastly, the 8th graders have been developing their community awareness by 
participating in the Fuller food drive. We have collected over 200 non-perishable 
food items to feed 13 families for the Thanksgiving holiday.  This was just part of 
the total donation of over 500 items collected by the entire school.  The Green 
Team students also studied selflessness in Social Comp classes by reading books 
and completing reflection questions about their own ability to be selfless. The Blue 
Team students engaged in circle discussions and wrote thank you notes to those 
that have impacted them in meaningful ways.  It is important for all of the students 
to learn that they have much for which they should be thankful.  Additionally, as 
we move further into the holiday season, we will continue to involve the students 
in these significant conversations and activities, so they understand how their 
generous, yet vital, actions may impact others. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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The Student Support Team 

is supporting parents, caregivers and school staff 

in their relationships with their middle school 

student(s). 

  

“Middle school years are a tough 

developmental stage. One day they’re 

snuggling up while you read aloud, the 

next they are pushing you away as you 

try to kiss them good-night. They can 

be moody and unpredictable. They can 

also be thoughtful and reflective. This 

truly is a wonderful age and stage, once 

you cut through the attitudes that come 

along with raging hormones….the one 

thing we don’t want to lose as our 

children push through these early teen 

years is the ability to have open, 

meaningful conversation. It can be 

tough though — knowing what to talk 

about. Some days, it seems these kids 

are speaking a foreign language!  If 

you’re … struggling to begin 

conversations with your middle 

schooler, here are some ideas to get 

you started. But don’t stop here. Once 

you get the conversation going, keep it 

going by responding respectfully to 

their answers (even if you don’t 

particularly like what they have to say) 

and asking follow-up questions.”  

©2014 benandme.com 
  

25 Conversation Starters to Help You 
Connect with Your Middle Schooler 
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RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

6TH GRADE 

Another successful month down for sixth grade as we move closer to the holidays! 
We’re happy to announce that our PBIS extra recess incentive on Fridays has really 
reinforced students  who are making great choices in the classroom. Students 
across both teams are working diligently on their food truck STEAM project in 
math, and most recently their trucks are becoming 3-D.  In the coming weeks, 
Genezyme-Sanofi scientists will be coming to Fuller to extract DNA from a 
strawberry and apply it to real world science applications.  
 
Please make sure your child has a pencil for class; we have noticed a number of 
students coming to class unprepared. We like to wish our students and their 
families a happy and safe holiday!  
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ESL 

Students in Ms. Gillin’s ESL Social Studies classes are learning about the geography and 
history of the United States. Students are researching and creating a Google Slideshow 
Presentation on a state of their choice. Students in ESL 2 classes are learning to 
describe each state by writing in their own words using synonyms, and students in ESL 
3 classes are learning to use the language of compare and contrast to describe 
differences and similarities between two states.  
 
Students in Ms. O’Neil’s ESL 2 class are studying the environment and the way our 
human interactions with the world are causing pollution and contamination. In this 
listening and speaking unit we will study facts and opinions and how they are 
presented in the media and in various texts. We will use this information to create our 
own opinions about the environment and we will present a research summate to 
educate others about these effects in our world.  
 
In Portuguese Science we are learning about the solar system, each planet and what 
makes it unique, and in another class we are learning about blood types and their 
compatibilities. We are also learning chemical and physical changes.  
 
Science students are making handmade cards to help families in need. We have been 
selling the cards and using the profits to help families in Puerto Rico and also a family 
in Framingham whose home burned in a fire. That’s what Ms.Aguiar and her fantastic 
students are learning to do.   
 
 



LIBRARY MEDIA 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 
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31 FLAGG DRIVE 
FRAMINGHAM, MA  01462 

508-620-4956 

@Fuller_Falcons 10 


