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RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

Falcon of the Month 
This year teams nominate a Falcon of the 
month.  This student represents the falcon 
way by demonstrating respect, 
responsibility, and results here at Fuller.  
Please help me congratulate the following 
students as being the December Falcons of 
the Month. 
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Dear families and students: 
 
As we prepare to leave for a well-deserved winter break, I want to wish you a very 
restful, healthy, and joyous time with your families and those that matter most to you.  I 
would also like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude for your continued 
support and for giving us the opportunity to educate your child. 
 
I would like to share with you that when we return in January we’ll formally begin the 
season of formative assessments for many of our students.  On January 9, 10 and 11, our 
English Learners will take the ACCESS test that measures their level of English acquisition, 
and on January 30 several of our 8th graders will be randomly selected to participate in 
the National Assessment of Educational Progress Social Studies test (NAEP) a national 
assessment designed to measure our nation’s educational progress.  Detailed information 
about each assessment will be shared with the impacted students and families as soon as 
we return from the vacation.  At the same time I’ll also share with you the assessment 
schedule for the MCAS scheduled to start on April 25, 2018. 
 
In closing, I want to wish Peace during this very busy season and a very successful and 
prosperous New Year.  I thank you for your continued support and trust. 
  
José P. Duarte 

Abby Fishman 
Miguel Colon 
Yeshua Salguero 
Andry Nasief 
Emmanuel Gotamo 
Deylyn Betancourth 
Izabela Klipel 
Edgar Martinez Rodriguez 
Josiah Rivas 
Ryan Gaglione 

Platinum 
Tangerine 
Lime 
Opal 
Gold 
Gold 
Gold 
Crimson 
Blue 
Green 



On Friday, December 15th, Platinum and Tangerine students took a trip to the Lowell 
Mills at the Tsongas Industrial History Center as an extracurricular activity to 
supplement the ELA curriculum. The trip was tied to the novel Lyddie that students are 
currently reading in Language Arts. Students participated in a variety of activities that 
simulated the experiences of the mill girls from the novel. Activities included working 
on an assembly line, weaving on looms, and engineering machinery to speed up the 
process of manufacturing goods.  
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Student were able to get a sense of 
immigrant waves, working conditions, 
pay issues, and the process of creating 
unions during the assembly line 
activity. Some students were able to 
create their very own textile at the 
looms - they were even sent to the 
school so that the students could 
bring them home. Some students had 
the experience of making a device to 
help carry textile equipment in a more 
efficient manner. Students also were 
able to see the boarding houses and 
living conditions where the mill girls 
lived while working at the mills. 
Students also made arguments for 
whether they would rather have to 
work on a farm or work in the mills 
after taking a tour of the museum 
section of the center. 

Upon returning to school, students reflected on the working conditions and 
their experience at the Mills and were able to make text to real-life 
connections.  A great time was had by all! We are excited to be in our 
second trimester and soon the New Year. 



With the new year upon us we would like to take time to reflect on what our students 
have accomplished and experienced since the beginning of their 2017/18 Fuller 
journey.  Our students effectively completed all assigned tasks in ELA, math, science, 
and social studies with enthusiasm.  They enjoyed their experiences in the science and 
social studies inclusion classes.  In unified arts, Crimson students built bridges, sang in 
the chorus, and performed skits in drama.  
 
We have had two successful cafes with the help of guest chef, Ronaldo (AKA Mr. 
Harvey). We welcomed our veterans including Mrs. Coonan’s daughter who showed a 
slide show presentation of her experience in the US Coast Guard.   
 
Eighth grade students visited Keefe Tech and were excited about the many 
vocational/shop options available to them. They ran the Turkey Trot in the rain and 
cold and gave generously to the Thanksgiving food drive.  They won the breakfast for 
collecting items for Fuller families with the most donations given from Crimson 
team.  We also enjoyed a fun filled holiday party in which the students feasted on 
pizza and an overwhelming amount of snacks and treats.  Thank you to all the families 
who were able to donate.   
Crimson would also like to recognize our two Falcon Students of the Month. Edgar 
Martinez and Mariana Vargas were chosen for their outstanding citizenship and 
adherence  to Fuller’s core values of Respect, Responsibility, and Results. 
 
Crimson would also like to welcome our new ELA teacher, Ms. Lotoya Robinson.  She 
comes to us with an impressive background which includes experience in the special 
field in the areas of severe and moderate disabilities at the secondary level.  She is 
certified in moderate disabilities 5-12 and as possesses certification in ELA 5-12. 
 
From all the Crimson teachers, we would like to express a heartfelt THANK YOU for all 
your continued support and commitment to your son or daughter. 
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8TH GRADE TEAMS 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

The Blue and Green Teams have some exciting news!  The rescheduled field trip to 
Boston’s Museum of Science is set for Friday, January 12, 2018.  Students will have a 
chance to witness Newton’s Laws in action by attending a presentation at the Cahners 
Theater.  We will visit the museum’s main exhibit halls so students can engage with 
each other and delve into science and math activities firsthand.  Some past favorites 
have been “Science in the Park,” “Investigate,” “Energized,” “Seeing is Deceiving,” and 
“Mathematica.”   In addition to utilizing the PTO team grant funds, we received a 
generous scholarship from the museum, which will allow us to attend the Amazon 
Adventure IMAX movie at the Mugar Omni Theater.  These special activities and 
presentations are directly related to the eighth grade Science curriculum, and we plan 
to have a fun day of exploration and learning!   
 
From the academic side of 8th grade, Integrated Algebra students on the Blue and 
Green teams completed a rigorous, integrated performance task that focused on 
application of geometric transformations, as well as of graphic design concepts.  Their 
task was to research an advertising logo design and to synthesize this with all they had 
learned about geometric transformations (translation, rotation, reflection and 
dilation) in order to design and draw an original logo for a GUM brand.  This task 
engaged students in a multi-faceted, real-world application of their mathematical 
reasoning and skills.  Furthermore, the Algebra 1 students completed a task either as 
crime scene investigators or as cardiologists.  They collected data and used the new TI-
NSPIRE Calculators to graph the data and find the regression equations.  They then 
had answered a series of rigorous questions associated with their newly acquired 
data.   
 
The Blue and Green ELA classes are perfecting note-taking skills, which will benefit 
them in all of their classes.  Additionally, students practice annotation skills in both 
ELA and Social Studies while they work with multiple genres and primary sources 
respectively.  These essential skills are needed in high school and beyond to help make 
sense of more difficult texts.  Lastly, in both subjects, the students are examining one 
topic through many forms of media.  ELA classes are comparing the novel To Kill a 
Mockingbird with the wonderful 1962 movie adaptation, and Social Studies classes are 
investigating “The Boston Incident” (aka The Boston Massacre) by scrutinizing witness 
testimony, inspecting primary and secondary sources, and then viewing the film 
adaptation of the trial from the John Adams miniseries. 
 
Finally, science classes are diving into chemistry and will learn about atoms and 
molecules. The students will continue with hands-on learning by conducting simple 
science experiments and fostering their writing skills by completing lab reports. The 
unit will conclude as each student becomes an expert on one element and adopts it in 
their own special (and creative) way.  
 
 

4 



STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM 

RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, AND RESULTS 

8 

The Student Support Team Helping to Build  
Restorative Practices at Fuller Middle 

     The New Year often symbolizes a new beginning for both children and adults. It is often seen as an 
opportunity to reflect on the triumphs and troubles of the past year, and as an opportunity to resolve 
ourselves to make things better in the year ahead.  
     At Fuller Middle, we believe that every minute of every day is an opportunity for a new beginning, 
and as the Student Support Team, we work with students to cope with and bounce back from 
unexpected or difficult circumstances when they arise. Building resilience in students is a primary goal 
of the Student Support Team, as well as to help students build healthy relationships with peers, 
teachers, and all school staff.  
     This year, Fuller faculty and staff are receiving training in Restorative Practices. Restorative Practices 
build healthy communities through fostering strong relationships and participatory learning and 
problem-solving. We have made efforts to empower students to be active participants in solving 
problems that are coming up for them. This is a skill that people are not born with. By using restorative 
strategies, we can help build skills with students. 
     There are some strategies that we are using at Fuller that may be helpful to you as parents and 
guardians. One strategy is the use of restorative questions (please see below for a list of restorative 
questions). One common way that restorative questions are used is in response to challenging 
behaviors. 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Restorative Questions (Engaging Schools, 2017) 
When a concern, conflict, or problem arises, ask these questions: 
1. What happened? What was your role in what happened? 
2. What were you thinking and feeling at the time? 
3. Who else was affected by this? How? 
4. What are you thinking/feeling now? 
5. What do you want to do to make things right? 
6. What can I (others) do to support you? 
7. When a situation like this comes up again, what actions might you take next time? 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
     You can see that the questions cannot be answered by saying “yes” or “no,” and that they invite the 
child to share their perspective. These questions also focus on repairing any harm that has been 
caused by their behavior. Repairing harm, which sometimes can be done through an apology, is an 
important skill to develop during childhood. Children, like adults, are not perfect, and they sometimes 
make mistakes. Using restorative questions can help kids (and adults) develop empathy, self-reflection, 
and problem-solving skills. As a side note, these questions are helpful when you are not sure what to 
say or do! Sometimes it can be hard to know how to respond to challenging behavior, and restorative 
questions help to start the conversation. 
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6TH GRADE 

Students on Lime and Opal Team are hard at work and looking forward to break. 
We are proud to announce our October and November Falcons on the Month: 
Zuehailey Torres and Yeshua Salguero for Lime and Keyla Torres and Andry Nasie 
for Opal.  These four students exemplify Fuller’s Core Values of Respect, 
Responsibility and Results! Stay tuned for the upcoming Falcon of the Month for 
December.  
  
As the holidays are approaching, students remain very busy in all of their content 
areas. In ELA, we are reading the novel, Flush, by Carl Hiaasen and work on 
discussing and writing about the key events of the story. Ask your child about Noah 
and the Coral Queen! 
 
In Math, we continue to work on fractions and quantities less than a whole. 
Students are building their Math reference books with different tools.  
 
The students in Social Studies are diving head first into many different topics in our 
South America unit, including debates about deforestation of the Amazon 
Rainforest. 
  
In Science, the scientists from Sanofi-Genzyme returned to Fuller for another DNA 
extraction with sixth grade students, and the students were even able to make 
some connections to the overlapping human body systems unit.  
 
In addition, Opal students are also working to contribute to the Arts-a-Palooza 
event by making 3-D human body system models. By combining Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math, many of the students are explaining these 
projects as being very “STEAM-like.”  
 
We would like to wish all of our families a Happy New Year! 
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The school library hopes that you all have a restful and safe vacation.  
 
Remember to read. Hopefully, all students checked out a book before they left, but 
if they did not, they can visit their local public library or make use of online 
resources offered by the Framingham Public Library and the Boston Public Library. 



 

31 FLAGG DRIVE 
FRAMINGHAM, MA  01462 

508-620-4956 

@Fuller_Falcons 8 

PROJECT 351 
 
 
Megan DiPasquale is an extremely hard-working student, earning 
straight A’s in all her subjects.  She is in advanced math, Algebra 1, 
as an 8th grader and is on track to enroll in all honors level classes 
in high school.   
 
Megan demonstrates many leadership qualities.  She collaborates 
with her peers, making sure everyone is always on task, and that 
nobody is ever left feeling alone.  Megan is intellectually curious; 
someone who wants to better herself as a student and learner. If 
she has difficulties in a class, she will advocate for herself, making 
appointments with teachers to correct any mistakes no matter the 
magnitude.  She is outgoing and her personality always brightens 
up the room.  We are very pleased to nominate Megan as our 
student ambassador for Project 351 for 2018.   
 
 


