THE HOEHLEIN HERALD

November 25, 2009
NEWS FROM TEAM 36
As we head toward the month of December, I wanted to highlight special activities for the weeks ahead and note some exceptional work being done in Room 36. 

SOCIAL STUDIES
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Age of Exploration

The students immersed themselves in the Age of Exploration this month that included the creation of detailed maps of an explorer’s route, PowerPoint presentations and a comprehensive end unit  test. The remarkable results are a strong indication of their growth as fifth graders with this challenging material. You will be asked to sign and applaud your child’s success next week! Please stop in and view the fabulous “antique maps” in our room, which create a wonderful sense of history.

Early Settlements:

In North America
Next week students will be introduced to Roanoke, Jamestown, & Plymouth, the early English settlements in North America. As an ELA connection, students will read a fictional story Our Strange New Land: Elizabeth’s Jamestown Colony Diary and a read aloud on Pocohontas. The two accounts will enrich their understanding and provide that important sense of story to the many details and facts of this time period.

Books Alive!

Culture Boxes
Our Books Alive! Projects connected to multi-cultural literature are due next Monday. Please have your child present his or her project to you as preparation. A neatly written index card must accompany each item in the box. 

New Genre: Poetry

In December, students will be enveloped in Poetry. They will be reading, sharing, and writing poetry. For at home reading, they will be given Free Choice this month but will be asked to write an original poem from their chapter book.

Poetry in Motion
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A separate handout about this wonderful year-end celebration for the fifth graders at Potter Road School will follow next week. It is a Winter Poetry Presentation, which marks the winter solstice and will be held on the morning of Friday, December 18th. We hope you can come.

Parent Conferences

Parent conferences are almost complete at this point. I have greatly enjoyed meeting with each of you. Your questions, concerns and comments are always welcome and much needed. It is you who are the first and most important teacher for your child.

THANK YOU

Thank you parents for the generous donations of wonderful new books to our classroom library from the Book Fair. Our shelves are brimming with joy! 

Have a great December!

Mrs. Hoehlein
