Greetings Hemenway Families,

As you are all aware, drop off, pick up and parking at Hemenway is a major challenge.  There are no easy solutions.  The combination of the school grounds (our very limited footprint), the very large student population, the many buses and special transportation vans, and our very busy location on Water Street (among other factors) has and will continue to require all of us to take on added responsibility to ensure our children’s safety.

Our experience of having cars backing into other cars pulling through the drop off driveway in the mornings has not been safe!  In spite of our efforts to include myself and teachers overseeing a.m. drop off, within the last few weeks a collision did occur.  Thankfully, no one was injured.   No one wants “what could have” happened.

After working with parent groups, including the PTO, our Framingham safety department and the transportation department, we have come to a compromise of sorts.  Safety of our children is always the priority.  Starting Monday, November 21st, all of the front parking spaces (except for our handicapped spaces) will be coned off from 8:50 − 9:15.  We hope that this will help to ensure a safer drop off area in front of our school.
If dropping off in the morning, please pull up all the way and adhere to staff on duty to ensure safety of children at drop off.  Starting at 8:50, we will help to unload children from cars so that they can safely cross and at times we will need for two lanes to pull forward if traffic is backed up.  Again, please adhere to staff outside as we will work hard to ensure all students’ safety.
Regarding afternoon pick-up, I’d like to remind everyone please DO NOT double park or park in unmarked areas in the school parking lot and please DO NOT park or pull up to the front entrance.  Doing any of these things is dangerous to everyone.  

Also, with our children’s safety the top priority Hemenway’s front doors are now being unlocked at 3:05 p.m. for parent pick-up.  Unlocking school doors before 3:05 resulted in older children, released earlier from near-by schools, entering our building and walking the hallways.  This was both a distraction and a real safety issue that required an immediate remedy.

Please be sure to share this important information with anyone responsible for bringing or picking up your child from school.  Please be especially careful to follow all traffic rules within the school vicinity.  As a reminder, per the town of Framingham regulations, on street parking is permitted only on the odd side of road ways through December 31, 2011.  January 1, 2012 on street parking will be switched to the even side of road ways.

We all need to work together to ensure that safety is the number one priority for our children and even though coning off some parking spaces and restricting free access to the school until 3:05 p.m. may present an inconvenience to our families we hope that you can understand why we need to put these safety procedures into place.

Thank you for your continued support, 

Lucia Laguarda, principal at Hemenway

