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Head lice are one of the most prevalent communicable childhood conditions. Outbreaks are possible whenever and wherever children gather. 

Head lice are spread by:

· Direct contact

· Sharing personal items such as hats, brushes, helmets, etc,

· Infested pillows, upholstered furniture, car seat head rests

School Health Services has a Head Lice Management Plan. You can find the plan and suggestions for treatment at http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/health.cfm . The plan explains that if a student is found to have head lice during school, he/she will be sent home for treatment with a lice-killing product and the removal of all lice eggs (nits). The purpose of this procedure is to prevent the further spread of head lice. 

It is extremely important that you be vigilant in screening your child for lice during the next several weeks. If you discover your child has head lice, treat him/her with a lice-killing product, REMOVE EVERY SINGLE NIT, and clean the household environment. The goal is to contain the problem before it becomes widespread.

Here are several important suggestions to consider if you discover your child has head lice:

· Carefully follow the directions on the lice-killing product. These products are not just shampoos, crèmes, or lotions, they are chemical pesticides!

· MANUAL REMOVAL OF THE NITS IS CRITICAL!  Check your child’s hair daily for three weeks. Missing one nit may start the whole process over again!

· Don’t spend hours cleaning your home! Head lice need human blood to survive. Vacuum surfaces of floors and furniture only. Save your time and energy for what will benefit you most: REMOVING THE NITS! Never use lice spray.

Screen your child regularly and notify me immediately if you find lice or their nits. I welcome the opportunity to teach those of you who do not know how to check your child for head lice and to provide you with more information, as you need it. Working together helps protect all of the children in our school, including your own. Thank you for your cooperation.
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