“In a society where labor has become for the overwhelming majority of people an alienating activity, the world of leisure has become the relatively free place where people attempt to realize who they really are.  The space of “free time” is where the physical and emotional damage of work is repaired, the place where people relieve all the piled up unmet needs of rest, fun, creativity, critical thinking, and social connection.  In sum, leisure is the location of a struggle to become more fully human…”

Sandy Carter
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Hi All;

As the above quote indicates, I hope you are enjoying your leisure time this summer!  You still have lots of time left before we return, and I’m just writing to check in with everyone prior to leaving on our family trip to California.  The troops and I will be headed to San Diego and San Francisco this week for a good long break.  I’m excited to visit the redwood forests and walk the Golden Gate Bridge for the first time ever, and we’ll be visiting Alcatraz and other sites while there.  I am greatly anticipating this time away, and I am looking forward to surfing in the Pacific Ocean with my two sons and a day at Disneyland and the Hollywood Walk of Fame.  I hope that all of you are enjoying your summer and relaxing away the late July and August days.

It has been a very busy summer at FHS.  Over 130 students and many faculty have been participating in the FHS summer school program.  Another 45 FHS students have been immersed in a five-week summer work readiness program, and about 50 more rising 9th graders have been taking part in a focused high school readiness program.  In addition, summer athletic camps have served over 300 students during the month of July.  It certainly has been a busy month since the last day of school, and as always all classrooms have been emptied and are in the process of being scrubbed down and thoroughly cleaned by John Halliday and his cadre of custodians.  A lot of work has already been done, but a lot of work still remains as we aim toward opening for our first trickle of 9th grade students on September 1.

As happens every summer, there have been a number of personnel shifts and changes in the district over the last few weeks.  On July 1 Steven Hiersche took the reigns of the district as our new superintendent, and I met with him a few weeks ago to discuss issues of importance to the high school.  On Tuesday, July 21 Christine Tyrie joined the district as assistant superintendent.  Christine most recently was the superintendent of the Blackstone/Millville school district, and prior to that served as a superintendent and assistant in two separate administrative unions in New Hampshire.  She also worked with Dr. Hiersche in 2002-03 as assistant superintendent in Plymouth, MA.  You can read an article about her appointment from the Metrowest Daily News here:   http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/news/x1522163427/Framingham-assistant-superintendent-ready-to-get-started
On Friday last week (7/24), Teresa Carney was officially named the permanent principal at Framingham’s Walsh Middle School after a full search.  Teresa will be stepping up from the vice-principal position at Walsh to replace former principal Jay Cummings who has begun his tenure as assistant superintendent in the Shrewsbury Public Schools.  Teresa’s ascension has left open one vice-principal position at Walsh after Paula Delprete left to become the principal at Framingham’s Potter Road Elementary School.  This vice-principal role at Walsh is added to the still vacant principal position at Brophy Elementary School in the “to be filled” category for the district as a whole. 

At FHS, Rosemary Jebari will be trading in the FTA union presidency in exchange for the role of ESL/Bilingual Department Head at FHS.  Gen Grieci has already been hard at work alongside Director Susan McGilvray Rivet in her new position as FPS assistant director of ESL/Bilingual Education for the district.  This has been a relatively quiet year for FHS on the hiring front, and unlike the past few years when we have hired in excess of 20 new people each year, this summer’s hiring will hopefully stay at the current five positions with new faces.  I will be introducing these new folks at our first day faculty meeting later this fall.

This past spring a difficult budget process for FPS was balanced for next year in large part by federal stimulus money.  Over $3 Million of the roughly $87 Million in the FY10 budget was provided by this one-time bonus of money from the federal government, and this cash avoided large-scale cutbacks to the operating budget for next year.  Thankfully, while there were cuts elsewhere in the district, FHS was able to dodge the axe this time around, but we also did not gain any much needed positions to counter our increased enrollment.  About two weeks ago, however, I learned that funding for all late buses for all schools in the district is slated to be eliminated due to over $400,000 in budget cuts to our transportation department.  I am currently in the process of determining what we can do to recover some type of funding for this vital service, but as I write I have not been able to guarantee anything yet.  I wanted to alert you to this before you made any hard and fast plans, but I hope to cobble together some type of schedule over the next few weeks.  I’ll keep you posted.

You may recall that toward the end of the school year the district was gearing up for the transition to a new student information system called “iPASS”.  District-wide trainings were held for secretaries and guidance counselors, infrastructures were created, and it looked like we finally were going to move toward a web-based system of information management for scheduling, report cards, IEP’s, and other information.  However, due to recent large-scale problems with the timeline and complicated implementation of the iPASS system, plans to transition to iPASS have been scrapped for 2009-10.  Thus, FHS will stay with our familiar Admin+ and GradeQuick systems for the time being.  On the one hand, this is a relief in that we won’t all have to learn a new system for the fall.  On the other hand, there is a degree of disappointment because we won’t be able to realize some of the powerful features of a web-based soup-to-nuts system.  Our technology department will continue to investigate the best alternative to our current hodgepodge of student information systems, and I suspect this transition will occur sometime in the next year.

Please take time to relax and refresh over the next five weeks.  I am looking forward to this fall’s faculty production of You’re A Good Man, Charlie Brown, and I know many of you are working hard memorizing lines!  We currently have slightly more than 590 new 9th graders slated to begin their schooling at FHS this fall, and I look forward to welcoming them on September 1.  If you are able, please pencil in time on your calendar for a welcome back cookout at my house on Thursday, August 27th from 4-6:00 PM.  All faculty and staff are invited to get a chance to reconnect with each other and meet the new faculty on that day.  Otherwise, we’ll all meet up on August 31st at Superintendent Hiersche’s welcome address at FHS @ 8:15 AM.  This will be your first chance to listen to his views and plans for the district.  We will have a full faculty meeting shortly after the auditorium clears out (around 10:00 AM) on that day. 

Enjoy your summer!

Remember to scroll down for the weekly calendar!

Statistic Of The Summer

Results of Spring, 2009 FHS A.P. Scores
360 students took 783 exams in 22 subjects

87% of the scores were 3, 4, or 5  (685 of the 783 scores)
	Score
	Number
	%

	5
	252
	32

	4
	242
	31

	3
	191
	24

	2
	72
	9

	1
	26
	3


Calendar Of Events

Listed are all school-wide calendar and home athletic events.  

Remember to Check the FHS Web Site at:  www.framingham.k12.ma.us/fhs/

For All Other Athletic Event Days & Times Visit:  www.framinghamflyers.com

Week Before School Starts:

Monday, 8/24/09   

All guidance counselors back at FHS this week!

Tuesday, 8/25/09  

New Staff orientation @FHS

Wednesday, 8/26/09  

New Staff Orientation @FHS

Thursday, 8/27/09   

New Staff Orientation @FHS

Welcome back Cookout @Mike’s House, 4-6:00 PM

Friday, 8/28/09  


First Week Of School:

Monday, 8/31/09  

Superintendent’s Welcome meeting @FHS 

Coffee and conversation @8:15AM

Superintendent’s address begins @9:00 AM

Full Faculty meeting @10:00 AM

Tuesday, 9/1/09  

Professional Day for teachers

First ½ Day for 9th Graders @FHS
Freshmen arrive at regular start time (7:25 AM)

Dismissal @10:45 AM

Activities planned and run by seniors helping frosh

Wednesday, 9/2/09  Day 1 - ABCDE

First day for all students

HR until ~8:00 AM (start of A-period via PA)

Regular Day 1 after HR

Thursday, 9/3/09  Day 2  -  CADGF

Normal schedule and times 

Friday, 9/4/09  Day 3  -  BAEFG

Plan for Monday, 9/7 (Labor Day) off!















































































































































































