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Parent Newsletter – 10/1/10

Frank Rothwell, Principal
frothwel@framingham.k12.ma.us

I want to thank parents and the children for a great first month of school.  Everyone’s patience and support have allowed us to improve our opening and dismissal procedures and maximize class time for the students.  I greatly appreciate all the support I have witnessed for the Brophy School as well as for me in my first month as principal.

I plan to send home monthly parent newsletters at the start of each month and to post them on our website.  Within these, I hope to relay information about some of the things we are working on as well as give you a sense of some of the wonderful learning that is going on at Brophy!
PHONE UPDATE: Our new VOIP phone system is bringing many changes throughout the summer and fall.  We have lost some phone numbers and we all will soon have voicemail extensions.  Please note the (508)626-9159 phone number is NO LONGER working.  

Our (working) contact numbers are:
GENERAL SCHOOL NUMBER: 508-626-9158

SCHOOL FAX NUMBER: 508-628-1305

School Council - Tuesday, 10/4, will be our first school council meeting, held in our library from 6:30-8:00pm.  Please contact the Brophy PTO if you are interested in serving on the School Council. For more details, visit: http://www.doe.mass.edu/lawsregs/advisory/schoolcouncils/
Drop Offs – For the safety of your child, please do not drop off before 8:50am as there is no adult supervision in the building.  The only children allowed in the building prior to 8:50 are children that have paid for YMCA morning daycare.
Pick Ups – In an effort to limit the number of adults in the building at the end of the school day, we ask that parents use the pick-up line and stay in their vehicles or park and wait outside the school.  Also, we ask that parents do their best to send dismissal notes in with their child and to not show up the last 20 minutes of the school day in person to dismiss.

I encourage families to consider picking up at the end of one of the three walking paths we have on our campus.  Students walk down the paths in a group and parents either park and walk up the path to meet their child or stay with their vehicle at the bottom of the path for pickup.  From what I have gathered from the parents I have talked with this seems to be the most timely and efficient dismissal of students.  If you would like to designate your child a “walker” to take advantage of this, simply send in a note and tell us which path/street you will use for pick-up (Belknap/Flanagan, Berkeley Road, or Gibbs Valley Path).
CORI CHECKS – We want to encourage parent participation at Brophy School activities.  Any adults, volunteers or otherwise, that help in our building, on field trips or work with our students in any way MUST be CORI checked prior to doing so.  CORI checks last for three years.  Please check with Ms. Silverman if you are unsure if you have a current CORI.  
MCAS – Last year’s MCAS results were sent home on Wednesday with your child.  I will be hosting a parent ‘coffee’ with our Title I director Sarah Guernsey in our cafeteria on October 13th from 9:45 – 10:45am to discuss MCAS. All parents are welcome to attend.  I will repeat and offer a similar discussion at the PTO meeting on 10/18 @ 9:15am.
FIRE PREVENTION WEEK – Just a reminder that October 3 – 9 is Fire Prevention Week!  To learn more you can visit the NFPA website: http://www.nfpa.org/index.asp.  It is a great reminder to check batteries and to test smoke alarms and Carbon Monoxide alarms in your home.  The winter months are around the corner; more fires seem to occur when more of us are heating out homes.  The website has several good safety tips.

Recess – We make every effort to allow the children to go outside for recess every day.  This time of year, children will only stay inside if it is raining.  If it is overcast or ‘misty’ as it was this past Monday, we will send the children outside to play.  Please dress your child accordingly in the morning in anticipation of pending weather.
Some building items we are working on…
· A bike rack has been ordered by our buildings and grounds department.  It will be installed as soon as it gets in.
· New signs and new lines reflecting our new parking lot drop-off and pick-up procedures have been requested

· A staff roster with positions, rooms, and emails should be posted on our website early next week.  Our tech department is working on getting teacher voicemail extensions.  They will be added to this contact list as soon as we get them.

· A Brophy calendar should be updated and posted on the website by late next week as well.  On this you will find state test dates (please do all you can to insure your child attends school on these days), birthday celebration dates, PTO meetings, and many other dates we hope you find useful.

· The Brophy Faculty Leadership Team has met and we are considering options to bring back some clubs and activities that have a long history at Brophy including our recorder club and our service club, Kids who Care.  We are seeking funding revenues for an afterschool bus through grants and private donations.
Behavioral Expectations - Last week in my assemblies with the students, I reviewed some universal behavioral expectations we have for Brophy students on the bus, in class, on the playground and in the lunchroom.  We are in the beginning stages of posting these expectations in all these areas.  Each teacher will take some time in their classroom to review what these look like and what the expectations are for the children.
The expectations are:

WORK HARD EVERYDAY

SHOW RESPECT

BE NICE

DO MY BEST

Any reinforcement you can do at home reviewing these new school-wide expectations with your child is greatly appreciated.

From Nurse Pratt in the Health Room:

The Health Room is in full swing, with many children complaining of stuffy noses from colds or allergies, some strep throats, some stomach viruses and as always, itchy insect bites!

I am also immersed in reviewing records for compliance with state standards. Most of our Kindergarten records are fine, but a few are still in need of vaccines or physicals.  If you have received a request from me for vaccines or physicals, please get them to me as soon as possible. If you are working on it, let me know. In October I will begin sending home Exclusion notes, which means that your child WILL NOT be able to return to school until I receive the records. I do not want to have to exclude any child from school, so please be sure that I either have what is required, or I am aware that you are trying in some way. I am happy to call physicians if you need help.

One of the most important health rules that all Framingham schools honor is that children MAY NOT carry medications to school in their backpack. If you think your child needs ANY medication at school, please bring it to me at school. ALL MEDICATION must be hand carried by a parent. This is for the safety of ALL children. Again, please call me if you need help getting medication to school.  

I will be conducting the Vision and Hearing screenings during the week of October 18, 2010. If your child wears glasses, it will be very important that they have them for the testing. Following the testing, you will get a letter from me if your child’s vision or hearing needs further evaluation. You are ALWAYS welcomed to call me if you are wondering about results, or have any concerns.

New Additions!  Please Welcome:
Rebecca Center is our new half-time 3rd grade bilingual teacher.  She is sharing the job with Lean Richardson who will teach third grade for half her day and resume her ESL duties for the other half of the day.  

Zulma Connors is our new 15 hour per week bilingual secretary!  Zulma has worked in the district at both Fuller and Potter Road.  We will be sharing her with Barbieri.  Zulma will be working with Mrs. Silverman in the main office, alternating mornings and afternoons with Barbieri.

I hope everyone enjoys the changing of the seasons and a wonderful autumn.
