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Brophy School Staff – Contact Information

This Brophy School Parent-Student-Faculty Handbook has been designed by parents and teachers to provide information to parents and students concerning the daily operations of the school. All information is correct as of print date 1/2011.
GENERAL INFORMATION
Brophy Elementary School

575 Pleasant Street

Framingham, MA 01701

www.framingham.k12.ma.us/brophy.cfm

SCHOOL HOURS

Full Day Kindergarten – Grade 5 
9:05 a.m. - 3:05 p.m.

Morning Kindergarten

9:05 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
The school opens at 8:50 a.m. for school drop-off. We are unable to accommodate earlier drop-offs as there is no adult supervision before this time.

IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Brophy School
	Main Office - Telephone
	508.626.9158

	Main Office - Fax
	508.628.1305

	Absentee Call-In
	508.626.9158

	Nurse
	508.782.6102

	Medical Fax
	508.788.9806

	Principal
	508.782.6101


Framingham Public Schools
	Superintendent of Schools
	508.626.9117

	Transportation Office
	508.626.9179

	School Committee Office
	508.626.9121

	Parent Information Center
	508.424.3420


FRAMINGHAM PUBLIC SCHOOLS - POLICY OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Framingham School Committee is committed to a policy of non-discrimination in relation to race, national origin, religion, gender, age, sexual orientation, or recognized disability. In keeping with the requirements of Federal and State laws, the Framingham School district strives to remove any vestige of discrimination in employment, assignment, and promotion of personnel; in educational opportunities and services offered to students; in their assignment to schools and classes; in their discipline; in location and use of facilities; and in educational offerings and materials.

Any concern related to the implementation of this policy may be addressed directly to the building Principal at 508-626-9158, the Superintendent of Schools at 508-626-9117 or the 504 Coordinator at 508-626-9128. The Boston Office of the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination is located at One Ashburton Place, Boston, MA 02108.

CHILD SAFETY

It is helpful for parents to understand that school personnel are mandated to file a Section 51A for any child suspected of child abuse or neglect. For more information, go online to: 

http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter119/Section51a.
Please keep in mind the Massachusetts General Law regarding seats restraints for children riding in passenger cars:
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter90/Section7AA.
WITHDRAWAL OF STUDENTS

Students moving from the Brophy School to another community will be processed through the main office at the Brophy School. A transfer card will be issued and a school departure release form signed so that school records may be forwarded to the receiving school upon request.

BROPHY GOLDEN RULE

In order to make Brophy School a place where everyone can develop to their fullest potential, we expect everyone to follow the Brophy Golden Rule.

At Brophy School we respect ourselves and others in everything we say and do.
· Everyone will be polite, courteous and show respect for each other’s uniqueness.

· Everyone will use appropriate language at all times.

· Everyone will resolve differences in an appropriate way.

· Everyone will respect others’ and school property.

· Everyone will be considerate of others’ rights to learn. 

· Everyone will behave responsibly on the way to and from school.
· Everyone will always consider his/her own and others’ safety at all times.
ADDRESS & TELEPHONE NUMBER CHANGES

It is extremely important that the school office be notified as soon as you have a change in your contact information. If you have an address change and receive bus services, our Transportation Department needs several days to make new arrangements. Your current telephone number is necessary so we can always reach you to ensure your child’s safety.

CONTACTING THE SCHOOL

The Brophy staff wants to work together with parents in solving challenging issues that may arise. If your child experienced a challenging issue in the classroom, the first step is to contact your child’s teacher by telephone or email to discuss the issue. If the issue cannot be resolved with the teacher, then the principal or guidance counselors are additional resources. See attached listing in this booklet for their contact information.
How to Contact Teachers

If you would like to contact your child’s teacher, you may

· write a note to the teacher and send it in with your child;
· call the teacher’s voicemail number; or
· send the teacher an email.

In an emergency, please contact the main office at 508-626-9158 and speak with the school secretary. Please keep in mind that teachers usually return calls at the beginning or end of school when class is not in session.

How to Contact Students

When it is necessary to get an important message to your child during the school day, leave the message with the school secretary at 508-626-9158. She will make sure your child receives your message. Children are not allowed to be called out of class to take phone calls from parents. In order to minimize class interruptions, please limit messages to topics such as family illness or a parent being absent from home after school.
SCHOOL VISITORS

Everyone who enters the building must first sign-in at the main office. Visitors receive a visitor/volunteer badge to wear during their visit. This is a safety issue, and all adults, no matter how frequently they visit Brophy, are asked to follow this policy. Thank you for your cooperation.
SCHOOL CALENDAR

A 2010-2011 calendar for the Brophy School  (attached and online at http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/brophy_calendar.cfm) was sent home with all students at the beginning of this school year. The calendar includes early release days and pre-approved school closures. It is important that you mark your calendars with all dates and times when school is not in session to ensure you have appropriate child care during these times.
Early Release Day
Early release days occur throughout the year for professional development or parent-teacher conferences. Dismissal on early release days is 1:00 p.m. 

Early Holiday Dismissal and the Last Day of School
On Wednesday, November 24th, dismissal is at 12:00 noon.
On the last day of school children are dismissed at 12:00 noon.

No lunch is served these days.
Professional Development Day
A number of early release days during the school year are designated by the School Committee for teacher in-service training. The purpose of these trainings is to provide teachers the opportunity for cooperative planning, program and curriculum development. Typical workshop agendas include cross-town grade level meetings, preparation of grade level instructional materials, training sessions of new teaching techniques, meetings to revise curriculum. The meetings are valuable in strengthening the program for our students. 
School Closure Information
If it is necessary to cancel school due to inclement weather or other special circumstances, announcements will be posted on the district website, http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/, town website, http://www.framingham.com and the following radio and Boston TV Channels:

	WBUR-radio
	90.9 FM
	

	WBZ-radio 
	1030 AM
	

	WBZ-TV
	Channel 4
	CBS

	WCVB-TV
	Channel 5
	ABC

	WHDH-TV
	Channel 7
	NBC

	WLVI-TV
	Channel 56
	CW

	WFXT-TV
	Channel 25
	Fox

	
	
	


*All broadcasting information is subject to change.
As necessary, Brophy School will contact all families by telephone with a “reverse 911” system. Please make sure you update any changes in your contact information with the Brophy Main Office.
EMERGENCY PLAN

All parents should have an emergency plan with their children for urgent and unexpected situations. There have been times when the school day or after-school activities are changed suddenly such as severe storm conditions, parents are delayed in pick-up, or parents are not home to greet the school bus. It is important for our students to know what to do in emergencies. 
In the event of an emergency, it is crucial to have your most recent contact information with the Brophy Main Office. We have the capacity for a “reverse 911” call to each of the phone numbers you provide us on your contact card. Please send your updated information, including your emergency contact names and numbers to us by letter to ensure the safety of your child.

LOST AND FOUND

The Brophy Lost and Found is located in the corridor next to the cafeteria. Parents are encouraged to remind their children to check the Lost and Found as soon as they realize they are missing items. Items not identified and taken by the winter break and the end of the year will be donated to a worthy charity. We suggest that you put your child’s name on all articles of clothing, backpacks, notebooks and other objects that he or she brings to school. For example, you can use a fabric marker to write your child’s name on clothing tags or use adhesive labels for pencil cases and lunch containers.
TOYS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL FROM HOME
Appropriate toys may be brought to school for playground use. These include, but are not limited to, jump ropes, playground balls, soccer balls, basketballs, and Skip-It. Students should bring personal toys to school only with the permission of your child’s teacher. Parents should keep in mind that toys may be lost or broken. 
CELL PHONES AND OTHER ELECTRONIC DEVICES
These items are not allowed in school. Staff members will confiscate these items and return them to the student at the end of the day.  
HAT POLICY

Hats are only worn outside the building except for special occasions such as Spirit Days and fundraisers. 
DRESS CODE

It is expected that all children dress appropriately for the weather. Please keep in mind that children are admitted to the school at 8:50 a.m., and are outside for a 25-minute recess. If children are not dressed appropriately, they may not be able to participate.
· Sneakers are required for gym, and strongly encouraged for recess. 

· If you are new to our New England weather, the winter can be quite cold. During severely cold weather, it is expected that children will wear winter coats, boots, hats, mittens, and scarves. If you require assistance in obtaining these items, please contact the school nurse.

Our policy is that all children will be outdoors during recess for active play unless it is raining or severely cold. When there is snow on the ground, recess is restricted to the paved surface for the safety of all students and faculty.
PROGRAMS AND SERVICES

The following programs and services are offered at the Brophy School:  

· Reading/language arts, math, science and social studies instruction for all students

· Physical education, art and music classes for all students

· Computer instruction and use of fully equipped computer lab

· Bilingual and Sheltered English Programs for Spanish-speaking students in grades K-5

· Special Education teams for individual educational needs, including speech therapy, occupational therapy, and adaptive physical education
· Counseling, literacy and math support services

· Fully equipped media center

· Full-time nurse and medical room
· SAGE Program for academically gifted students in grades 2-5

· Recess and playground facilities for all students

· Health curriculum for grade 5

· Title I Services

ART

Art is offered to all children in grades K – 5, one hour a week, on a weekly basis throughout the school year. Students are introduced to a variety of art media and skills at their respective levels. There are many goals for a successful art program:
· sequential learning of fine motor skills necessary for all education-related activities as delineated in the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks;

· to provide a good understanding of the basics necessary to produce independent,  worthwhile endeavors in creativity;

· the growth in the confidence of the children as they begin to learn and succeed in the use of their new skills and knowledge; 

· the integration of art into the regular curriculum to enhance total learning; 

· the relationship of art to our everyday activities and environment; and
· of course, ‘Art is Fun’!
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
Physical Education classes meet twice a week for 30 minutes. The goal of the program is for children to enjoy moving and participating in an environment that is safe and cooperative. Classes are based on movement principles and should be fun while developing fitness, cardiovascular endurance, flexibility and individual skills. Most activities include individual work with children using their own equipment at their own pace, interest and skill level. Follow-up lessons include partner work and often group work.

When games are played, they are cooperative and non-competitive. Scores are not kept and children are never eliminated. Fun, fitness and skill development are the goals of the games.

Children should wear sneakers with good support and tread. Sandals, clogs, platform sneakers and sneakers without backs are unsafe and students wearing them are unable to participate. 

MUSIC

Music is explored by all students twice a week for 30 minutes (half day kindergarten, once per week).  Throughout the 6-year sequential program, children perform, create, dance and respond to a variety of musical genres, including folk, popular, serious, band and orchestra music, jazz, opera and musical theatre in a variety of ways. We begin in the early years with basic musical concepts: loud/soft, high/low, fast/slow, beat/no beat, long/short, upward/downward, etc. and then progress so that students will learn to read and to perform music on a variety of classroom instruments. Students learn to improvise and begin to learn the tools of listening and analyzing music using appropriate music vocabulary.  Students in 3rd grade learn to play the recorder. Students in 4th grade study the Instruments of the Orchestra. All students in 4th and 5th grade are offered the opportunity to join the Brophy School Recorder Club to further their ensemble playing and to perform at school and in the community.

READING AND MATH SUPPORT

The reading program at the Brophy School follows the curriculum established by the Framingham Public Schools. 

Reading and math support are provided to those students who are not performing on grade level. Students may need assistance in specific skills or strategy areas within their classroom reading and math programs.

As always, parents are encouraged to take an active role in encouraging their children to become independent readers. Reading is a valuable and pleasurable resource for learning about one’s world.
THE SOCIAL COMPETENCY PROGRAM

The Social Competency Program curriculum enhances students’ self-esteem while developing communication and social problem-solving skills. In their classrooms, the students meet in an “Open Circle” and focus on skills that will help them in social interactions and problem solving.
LIBRARY

The goal of the library program is the development of a lifetime library habit. In addition to books, the library has book-and-tape sets, magazines and newspapers for students to borrow.  There is a large staff resource area including books, magazines and videos for classroom use. Library skills are taught as part of the Language Arts curriculum.

· Grades K-5 visit the library once every other week.  Individual children may use the library anytime with teacher permission. During classroom library time, students may see a curriculum-related video, hear a story or do research.

· Students in grades K-5 may borrow books.  Books for grades K-2 are due in one week. Grades 3-5 may borrow books for two weeks at their teacher’s discretion. 

· Children who have overdue books are unable to check out books. Notices are sent home. If a book is lost, it must be paid for before library privileges can be restored.

· Parent volunteers are in the library to help the children along with the library aide. All parents interested in volunteering may sign-up with the PTO or go to the library during school hours.

HEALTH CURRICULUM
A health curriculum is offered by a health educator to students in grade 5. Topics include: physical, emotional and social health; nutrition; drug education; disease prevention; developmentally appropriate anatomy and physiology; and personal safety.

This instruction is designed to augment rather than conflict with parental instruction in the value sensitive dimension of child development. Parents are encouraged to initiate dialogue with their children on these matters so as to ensure appropriate responses and attitudes when physical changes such as puberty occur. Parents who prefer their children do not participate in this curriculum should notify the school in writing. 

SAGE - GIFTED AND TALENTED PROGRAM
All children possess gifts and talents.  Some children may be academically advanced, others may be musically inclined, while still others may excel in sports.  The Framingham Public Schools defines giftedness as a combination of high academic ability, abstract thinking, and a differentiated learning style.  Since the goal is for every student to maximize his/her learning potential, it becomes necessary for children who possess special needs associated with giftedness to receive modifications in the teaching/learning environment.  These modifications may be handled in the classroom or through a pull-out service, dependent upon individual need.  Therefore, services of the Sage Department are two-fold: an integration component and a pull-out component. 
Any parent or teacher may refer a student for screening on an ongoing basis throughout the school year, beginning in the second half of first grade. However, please keep in mind that you can only have your child tested two times total from grades 1-5, but not twice in the same year.
Parents may call the SAGE office at 508-626-9134 to initiate the process and to receive the necessary forms and information. Information is also online on the district website, http://pages.framingham.k12.ma.us/sage/. Screening for all referrals received after April 15 will begin the following September.

COUNSELING
Counseling services are available to all Brophy students and their families through the regular education program. Guidance counselors take referrals from staff, team members, and parents. Counseling sessions can be focused on crisis issues or long-term developmental issues. Counselors may have informal contacts with students in varied school settings. The goal is always more effective overall functioning. The counseling staff may consult with outside experts with parent permission.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

A team of specialists convenes weekly to address academic and social concerns that arise in the classroom and interfere with a student’s school performance. Each case is discussed independently with only the relevant persons in attendance. The meetings have two forms. 

The School Evaluation Team (SET) may be requested by any member of the staff and/or a parent. A SET is primarily a brainstorming session with the parent and staff specialists that examines issues of concern about an individual student, and how those issues may be addressed in the classroom and at home. The suggestions examined and developed are then given a trial run. A Re-SET may be scheduled for a later time to assess progress. If the team at that time sees a need for further evaluation a team meeting may be suggested. 

A team meeting is the only method by which Special Education services can be accessed. A team meeting is a more formal meeting, and may be requested by a parent or staff member. A variety of assessments is available and discussed at the initial referral meeting. The team meeting reconvenes after observations and all requested testing have been administered with the individual student. 

Team meetings are held every Wednesday. The Brophy School team coordinator is only available on this day. 

All members of the Brophy team can respond to questions on procedures and policies. Requests for SETS and TEAMS can be made by contacting the Brophy Guidance Office at 508-626-9158. 

The Brophy team members may include:
· Principal

· Guidance Counselor

· Social Worker

· Literacy  Specialist

· English Language Development Specialist

· Math Specialist

· School Nurse

· Classroom Teacher

· Special Educator

· Speech and Language Pathologist

· Psychologist

· Occupational Therapist

· Adaptive Physical Educator

You can find parent information online about Special Education services at http://www.doe.mass.edu/sped/parents.html.
TRANSITIONAL BILINGUAL EDUCATION (TBE)
Although referred to as a program by itself, bilingual education for Spanish-speaking students at Brophy Elementary is an integral part of the school’s environment, philosophy and goals. The students in this program learn both in Spanish and English. The goal of the program is for students to continue to work academically at grade level while they are learning English. A student is transitioned into the Sheltered English classes where the student will receive Sheltered English instruction until transitioned into the standard curriculum. As part of this whole process we look for as many opportunities for the bilingual students to be mainstreamed and integrated with English-speaking students. TBE students are integrated for art, music, and gym from the beginning of the program. Bilingual, Sheltered, and Standard curriculum teachers work together in grade level teams to implement the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks. This provides an array of opportunities to enrich and expand the curriculum. As lifelong learners, we see the benefit of learning a second language and applying such knowledge in our ever changing economic, social, and educational world.

HOMEWORK

The purpose of homework is to reinforce classroom instruction, develop independent study habits and to encourage parent involvement in their child’s academic program.

Parents can help homework to be effective by implementing some simple guidelines.
· Establish a regular time and place for children to do homework.

· Provide resources and equipment (dictionary, ruler, pencil, eraser, maps, etc.).

· Help children get started, explaining assignments as needed but not doing it for them.

· Check every day to make sure homework is being done – for students in grades 1-5.

· Contact your child’s teacher if there are problems.

When students are absent from school, it is their responsibility to make up assignments upon their return. On the third consecutive day a child is absent because of illness, parents may call the school to arrange to pick-up homework. However, it is not the responsibility of the teachers to provide homework assignments in advance for students who take vacation time outside of regularly scheduled school vacations and holidays.
ATTENDANCE POLICY AND PROCEDURES

SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY

The Framingham School Committee has formally voted the following school attendance policy:

The Framingham School Committee, realizing the importance of regular attendance as a factor in successful academic achievement, does endorse that the only acceptable reasons for being absent from school are those caused by personal illness, death in the family, religious holidays, court appearances and college interviews. 

EXTENDED ABSENCES

School attendance is mandated by state law. When planning family trips, please be aware that if your child is absent for more than 10 consecutive school days, your child will be automatically withdrawn from the school enrollment list. Once your child is withdrawn, you must re-enroll your child at the Parent Information Center located at the King School on 454 Water Street in Framingham. There is no guarantee that your child will be reassigned to the Brophy School.

It is strongly discouraged for parents to take their child out of school for unapproved reasons. A student misses classwork and this disrupts the learning process. In addition, teachers are not required to provide schoolwork or be involved in make-up work when the student returns. Parents should consult with appropriate school personnel before taking their children out of school for unapproved reasons.
ABSENTEE VOICEMAIL SYSTEM
The main office voicemail system is set up to take student absentee calls 24 hours a day. It is checked each day at 9:30 a.m. for the day’s absentees. We ask that parents notify us each day that their child is absent so we know the child is safe at home if he/she does not arrive to school. We appreciate parents’ understanding and cooperation with using this system for the safety of the children.
TARDINESS

Students who arrive after 9:05 a.m. must report directly to the main office. Late arrivals will be noted on the attendance sheet. Should a child miss a bus it is the parent’s responsibility to see that he/she arrives on time.
DISMISSAL NOTES

Children will not be summoned to the office for early dismissal until a parent/guardian is in the office. If your child is a bus student and will not be going home on the bus, we must have a note from you indicating who will be picking your child up that day. Without a note, your child must go home on the school bus. If your child is a walking student and will be picked up at school, we must have a note from you giving permission for your child to be picked up by someone other than you. Remember — this is for the safety and protection of your child!

If you are going out of town and leaving your child(ren) in the care of another adult, please notify the office in writing as to who will be responsible for them. Leave the person’s name, address, telephone numbers, and email address.

Important notice to parents:
It is imperative that parents provide the school with legal documentation that may affect our communication with biological parents who are separated or divorced. This is particularly important if it has any bearing on who is authorized to pick up your child. The Brophy School is obligated to follow state laws which require such legal documentation. Merely informing the school verbally is not sufficient.
MEDICAL POLICIES

ILLNESS

When your child has symptoms of illness such as a severe cough, fever, rash OR acute gastro-intestinal problems (vomiting and/or diarrhea), please do not send your child to school. You may wish to call the nurse to discuss the problem to seek advice on returning to school. If your child has a fever of 100.5 or higher, or they are vomiting, they must remain home until they are fever-free and not vomiting, for 24 hours. They should be able to eat, drink and sustain energy for the full school day before returning. 

If your child develops a fever, vomiting, severe diarrhea, or suspected contagious illness while at school, the nurse will contact you to take your child home. Please be sure she has your accurate phone numbers as well as those of the emergency contacts. 

CONTAGIOUS DISEASES

Contagious diseases such as chicken pox, hepatitis, meningitis and pertussis (whooping cough) are controlled by the Framingham Board of Health. Please report the illness the Board of Health at 508-532-5470. Students who have had a communicable disease cannot be readmitted to school without a release card from the Board of Health.  The spread of disease is prevented by excluding ill students when needed and maintaining current, up-to-date immunization records.

Strep Throat

If a physician has taken a throat culture and it is positive, the student should remain at home until antibiotics have been taken for 24 hours. After 24 hours of antibiotic, the child may return to school.

Rashes

Any child who has an undiagnosed rash should remain at home until it has been determined that it is NOT infectious.

Pediculosis (Head Lice)

An examination for head lice is done whenever a case is found in the school, or at the request of a teacher or parent. Parents should check their own children’s hair twice monthly, to prevent infestation. Please notify the School Nurse if your child has been treated for head lice so that she may check other children. It is also advised to check your child’s hair following overnight stays at other homes, or after camping experiences. 

EXCLUSIONS FOR HEALTH REASONS

Students are expected to participate in all school activities. If they cannot participate for health reasons, verification of illness must be made by a doctor in writing, and submitted to our School Nurse.

REQUESTS TO STAY IN AT RECESS TIME

Written requests from parents for a child to remain inside the school during recess will be honored for legitimate reasons. A doctor’s certificate will be required when the parent and the principal are not in agreement.

IMMUNIZATION

The state immunization laws make immunization against the following diseases mandatory before entrance to school:

· Diphtheria, Pertussis, Tetanus

· Measles, Mumps, Rubella

· Polio

· Hepatitis B

· Tuberculosis test within 6 months of entry to the US OR written risk assessment indicating low risk.

· Varicella or written documentation of Chicken Pox Disease 

· Proof of lead testing

REGISTERING NEW STUDENTS

In addition to registering at the Parent Information Center at 454 Water Street, parents must meet with the School Nurse prior to their student beginning school. Proof of current vaccination, Health History and appropriate health records must be submitted. The nurse will clear your student for school entry at that time. The nurse will be able to assist you with applications for health insurance, obtaining a Pediatrician or any healthcare, and referrals for needed medical services. 

MEDICATION ADMINISTRATION AT SCHOOL

Administration of medication at school can be arranged through discussion with the school nurse when deemed necessary by a physician. Parents are asked to attempt to administer all medication at home, but there ARE occasions when it is necessary to administer at school. The School Nurse will need a written physician order and signed parental permission form for medication to be given at school. 

ALL medications must be submitted to the nurse in a properly labeled, original prescription container. ALL medications must be HAND CARRIED to the nurse, by an adult. DO NOT PUT ANY MEDICATIONS IN YOUR CHILD’S BACKPACK TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL.  Elementary school age children are NOT ALLOWED to self-administer ANY medication at school.

OVER THE COUNTER MEDICATIONS

Framingham Public Schools stock Acetaminophen (Tylenol), Ibuprofen (Motrin), Antacids (Tums), Diphenhydramine (Benedryl) and Visine Allergy Eye drops for the comfort of your child while at school. You will be asked to sign a permission form at the beginning of the school year, which will allow the school nurse to administer medications when needed. 

ADMINISTRATION OF PSYCHOTROPIC DRUGS AT SCHOOL
The administration of psychotropic drugs within the school will be performed within the mandates of the Massachusetts General Laws, Ch. 71, Sec. 54B. These medications are administered by a registered nurse or licensed physician only.  The nurse will require parent signature and the appropriate physician order in writing on a written consent from. The medication must be in a properly labeled, original prescription container and HAND CARRIED to the nurse, by an adult. DO NOT PUT ANY MEDICATIONS IN YOUR CHILD’S BACKPACK TO BE BROUGHT TO SCHOOL. 

FOOD SERVICES
There are breakfast and lunch services available in school. Free and reduced lunch applications are sent home with the children at the beginning of each school year. The district website also has the applications online in English, Spanish and Portuguese at http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/foodservice.cfm. 
BREAKFAST

Students who wish to purchase a breakfast meal report directly to the cafeteria at 8:50 a.m. when school opens.

LUNCH

Lunch meals are available daily except on days when there is a 12:00 p.m. dismissal. 
A monthly lunch menu is coordinated by the Framingham Public Schools. A copy of the menu is distributed monthly to students, posted in each classroom and available online at 

http://framingham.k12.ma.us/foodservices/documents/Menus/ESlunch.pdf.
MEAL PRICES

The prices of meals are as follows:

Full-price lunch

$2.50* (includes milk)

Reduced price lunch

$0.40 (includes milk)

Milk (white or chocolate)

$0.60

*All prices are subject to change.
SCHOOL MEAL PAYMENT
The Framingham Public Schools Food Service Department provides a convenient, easy and secure online prepayment service through MyNutriKids.com to maintain your account. The primary benefits of this service are:

· Deposit money into your child's school meal account online at any time. 
· Print out a meal history report within the past 30 days.
· Create only one account if you have multiple children in the Framingham Public Schools.
To sign-up for MyNutriKids.com, go online to the Framingham Public School Food Service Department website at www.framingham.k12.ma.us/foodservice_onlinepayment.cfm and follow the instructions. To complete registration, parents need their child's name, student ID number and school ZIP code. Students and parents were given this number upon the start of school. If parents need the number, they may request their child’s student ID by contacting their child's school or the Framingham Public Schools Food Service Department office at 508-626-9109.

PLAYGROUND RULES

In order to keep all children safe during recess time, the following playground rules have been established.
PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT

When using the swings,
· be aware of swings when entering area

· DO NOT JUMP OFF the swings
· keep height of swing under control

· DO NOT STAND on swings

· one person at a time, unless assisting a smaller child

· take turns - when someone is waiting, limit your time
· if you are not using a swing you should not be near them
When using the slide,
· always go down the slide FEET FIRST

· be considerate of others and take turns

· only one person goes down at a time

· NO CLIMBING UP THE SLIDE
· do not go down the slide on your stomach
General equipment rules
· NO MONKEY BARS FOR KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS.
· Do not hang upside down using knees only.
· Do not use the playground equipment if they are wet or icy.
BLACKTOP AND FIELDS
· If you need to go to the nurse, you need to ask for permission. The teacher will decide if you need one friend to go with you to help.

· NO hanging on the railings, climbing trees, or jumping off the wall.

· Do not throw balls against the school.

· All ball games such as soccer, two-hand touch football and kickball should be played on the grassy field.

· Do not go into the woods.

· Keep in view of the teachers at all times.

· No tackle or contact sports.

· When the bell rings, stop playing immediately and line up quickly and quietly.

· Please return all balls, jump ropes and equipment to the recess cart when you are finished. If it is left outside it will be lost and may not be replaced.
· Be safe, have fun, and exercise!

TRANSPORTATION

All after-school arrangements should be made ahead of time. In an emergency we will deliver last-minute messages. It is always wise to have an emergency plan worked out ahead of time with your child to be used when necessary.
Childcare arrangements should be made directly with your private childcare providers. Brophy School should be notified in writing of all after-school childcare arrangements as well as any changes in childcare throughout the school year.

When a parent has a transportation concern, contact the proper authority. If a parent is concerned about any matter related to transportation such as schedules, behavior on the bus, policies, or complaints, first contact the Transportation Office at 508-626-9179. Of course, sometimes interpersonal student differences that erupt on the bus are really not “bus problems.” In these instances, parents can call the Principal directly. In any event, the Coordinator of Transportation and the Principal inform each other, as appropriate, about calls received.
SCHOOL BUS SERVICE
Eligibility for school busing requires a student to reside more than a 2-mile radius from the school. If you have any questions about transportation, you should call the Transportation Office of the Framingham Public Schools at 508-626-9179.

Bus students enjoy the privilege of riding a bus rather than an inherent right to ride. Children need to remain seated, talk softly, and not disturb others. If a student is distracting to the bus driver, the driver will submit a discipline report. This will be forwarded to the parents. The first report is a warning. The second one results in the revocation of transportation privileges for a period of 10 consecutive school days. Any further offense will result in revocation of busing privileges for the remainder of the school year.
Only students assigned to a bus may ride that bus. When children wish to visit other children after school, it is the parents’ responsibility to arrange for their own transportation. 

Bus schedules are not exact. On any given day, a child’s school bus can be early or late. It is recommended that children be at their pick-up point 5 minutes earlier than scheduled. If a child misses the bus, parents are responsible for bringing him/her to school on-time. 
Bus Rules
It is important to follow bus rules to ensure the safety of the driver and all students. The bus rules are as follows:

· Wait at the bus stop in a safe and orderly manner.

· Follow the instructions of the bus driver. 

· Stay seated at all times when the bus is in motion. 

· Keep your hands and feet to yourself. 

· Do not throw anything out of the windows. 

· Do not eat food or chew gum on the bus. 

· Do not damage the bus in any way. 

· Do not shout or use abusive language.

· Take your personal belongings with you when you get off the bus. 

· Follow established procedures for going to the playground before school and to the bus after school. 
PARENT DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP

This year there are new procedures for drop-off and pick-up. More detailed information as well as a map is attached and online at http://www.framingham.k12.ma.us/Brophy_routes.cfm. We have an exit provided from our lower parking lot back out to our driveway which enables us to have a one-way traffic pattern. For everyone’s safety, please do not park your car along the curbside of the school as it disrupts the queue for cars to drop-off and pick-up children.
You may enter and drop-off a child on the right near the main entrance or by the classroom side door. Then turn left and proceed through the parking lot and back out the driveway. If it is necessary for you to come into the school, please park your car in the parking lot. 
For pick-up, cars line up on the right of the main entrance to the school. This is for live parking only. The children will be lined up in the school and walked to their individual cars. Be careful pulling out as buses and other cars may be passing on your left. Follow the one-way signs similar to morning drop-off to exit the school lots. School dismissal is at 3:05 p.m..  
Please keep in mind the Massachusetts General Law regarding seats restraints for children riding in passenger cars:
http://www.malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXIV/Chapter90/Section7AA.
WALKING SAFETY

Students who walk to school should be reminded to pay attention and not fool around, such as playing with balls while they are walking. Walkers should arrive at school between 8:50 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. and go directly into the school as there is no supervision outside and buses are traveling around the building for drop-offs.
If you are picking up your child after school as a “walker,” please park in the parking lot, get out of your car and come to the parent pick-up point outside the main office entrance to accompany your child back to your car. Children are not allowed to cross the parking lot without their parent. 

BICYCLES

Older children, with parent permission, are allowed to ride bicycles to/from school. Bicycles need to be secured in the bike rack in the front of the school.  At the end of the day, children riding a bike will be dismissed with “walkers” and they and their bike will be escorted across the crosswalk by a faculty member for their safety.

VOLUNTEERING AT BROPHY SCHOOL

How can you be an involved parent? Volunteer!
There are many opportunities for you to become involved in Brophy School as a volunteer! There are regular and one-time opportunities. Research has consistently shown the profound and comprehensive benefits for children when parents and family members become participants in their children’s education. The more extensive the involvement, the higher the student achievement. This is also a great way to feel a part of the school community and to make new friends. What better reasons could there be?

BROPHY SCHOOL COUNCIL

The Brophy School Council is comprised of parents, teachers, community members and the principal. The function and composition of this council is mandated by the Education Reform Act. The Council is not the same as the PTO. It makes decisions that affect all of Brophy School including policies and budget recommendations.  All meetings are open, and parents are welcome to attend. As each member’s term expires, new members are needed. Elections take place in September.
	2010-2011 Brophy School Council Members

	Frank Rothwell
	Principal
	Chair

	Gloria Geller
	Teacher/
Community Member
	Assistant Chair

	Carol Phalen
	Community Member
	Secretary

	Cynthia Page
	Teacher
	

	Maria Quirarte-Perez
	Teacher
	

	Pilar Shepard-Cabrera
	Teacher
	

	Gina Fishman
	Parent
	

	Rachel Lamont
	Parent
	

	Denise Lau-Quan
	Parent
	


PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO)

Most of the volunteer opportunities at Brophy are in connection with our PTO. Information about the Brophy PTO is sent home with students at the start of each school year. Please take a few minutes to read through the information and feel free to sign-up for all volunteer opportunities that interest you. If you would like to help out in a capacity that is not listed, please contact the PTO Co-Presidents or speak with your child's teacher to see how you may help. Whether you would like to be a Room Parent, work with students in the classroom, volunteer in the library, assist in the computer lab or the cafeteria, or assist teachers on field trips or other classroom needs, there is a place and a need for everyone at Brophy!

CRIMINAL OFFENSE RECORD INQUIRY REQUIREMENTS
In an effort to ensure the safety of every child in the Framingham Public Schools, all school volunteers must consent to and pass a Criminal Offense Record Inquiry (CORI) check. We strongly recommend you complete a CORI form if you think you may volunteer. Applications are available from the school secretary in the Brophy Main Office and online through the Framingham Public Schools website under the Human Resources tab. Allow a minimum of 3 weeks for your CORI application to be processed before you can volunteer.

LIBRARY PROGRAM
Students visit the library with their classes or in smaller groups on a weekly basis.  Individual visits can also be made during the week.  A Library/Media Specialist consults regularly, sharing her expertise with our Library Aide, library volunteers, teachers and students. 

Parent volunteers play an active role by assisting our library aide in staffing the library desk, working individually with the students to select books, reading aloud to the younger children, and processing all the new books that come in each year. If you wish to volunteer in the library, please sign up with the PTO or call the school office at 508-626-9158.

CAFETERIA AND/OR PLAYGROUND SUPPORT
Parents are always needed to provide an extra hand at these times!  Utilize this opportunity to spend some extra time with your child while providing the school with a much appreciated service.  Once a week or once a month—we are very flexible!  Indicate your willingness to help and your availability on the PTO Volunteer Form or by contacting your child’s teacher or the school office.

SCHOOL PICTURES
The PTO arranges a school picture day each fall and spring for both individual and class photos. These photos are available for purchase. Volunteers are needed to help coordinate this event. You can help by signing up on the PTO Volunteer form or by contacting the School Picture Chairperson.
SCHOOL-HOME COMMUNICATION
The telephone listing for teachers is their voicemail. Please make sure you leave a message with your name, your child’s name, and the time and nature of your call. When emailing anyone in the school system, please put “From the Parents of [your child’s name]” in the subject line to ensure your message gets through the district firewall. Teachers typically check email and voicemail once a day. In the event of an emergency, contact the main office directly at 508-626-9158.

REPORT CARDS AND CONFERENCES

The progress of students is reported to parents at two regularly scheduled and individual conferences. These meetings are usually scheduled on early release days in the fall and spring. The teachers will send home a supplementary report mid-year and at the end of the school year. Brophy staff strongly encourages parents’ attendance at both of these meetings. If there are obstacles that prohibit you from attending, please discuss these issues with your child’s teacher to see if other arrangements can be made.
FALL CURRICULUM NIGHT

Curriculum night is held early in the fall for parents only and provides one of the first opportunities during the school year for parents and teachers to meet each other. In your child’s class the teacher will give an overview of the grade level curriculum and expectations for the year. This is a perfect opportunity to introduce yourself and familiarize yourself with your child’s classroom materials and activities. Conferences will be scheduled for a later date to discuss your child’s progress. Detailed information about the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks is online at http://www.doe.mass.edu/frameworks/current.html.
OPEN HOUSE

In the spring the children proudly bring their families back to school at night. Classrooms and special areas are open for visiting. Children often prepare special artwork, projects, and writing to show their families. This is an opportunity to see your school “at work” and to get a “hands-on” experience in your child’s classroom.

FRIDAY FOLDERS

As a means of streamlining communications, each child at Brophy School has a pocket folder. All notices are sent home in this folder each Friday. It is recommended that parents ask their children for this folder each Friday. In an effort to become more “green,” reduce costs, and save paper, you can opt to receive notices electronically. However, only notices coordinated by the PTO are available electronically by the weekly Brophy PTO News.
PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO)
Brophy School has an active Parent Teacher Organization (PTO) whose members meet monthly. All meetings are open to the public and parents are encouraged to attend. Announcements of meetings are made in the Brophy PTO News. The PTO is involved in projects that enhance the school programming so getting involved is a good way to help enrich our activities and ultimately benefit your children. 

Typical activities include:

· Brophy PTO News
· Fundraising to support school activities
· Planning and implementing enrichment activities

· Organizing volunteers

· Addressing concerns of the school community

· Promoting communication between home and school

Volunteers are always needed and welcomed. Your efforts help create a strong school community. 

PTO Newsletter
The Brophy PTO News is emailed weekly to families who provided a valid email address. This newsletter highlights past, current, and future news and events for Brophy School.

PTO Officers
Co-Presidents
	Pam

O’Callaghan
	508.877.3436
	brophypto1@yahoo.com

	Wendy

Chan
	508.875.5609
	brophyschoolpto@gmail.com


Vice Presidents
	Gina

Fishman
	508.628.5560
	brophyvicepresident@gmail.com

	Susan

Faranda
	508.877.6122
	sfaranda@rcn.com


Treasurer
	Mike
Plone
	508.875.7595
	brophytreasurer@gmail.com


Communications
	Fatima

Makrikis
	508.877.8455
	brophyptonews@gmail.com


NOTES

As a Brophy student,

I am expected to:

Work Hard Everyday

Show Respect

Be Nice

Do My Best
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